
A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE

S
P

R
IN

G
 2

0
0

7

HomeHomeOur Country 

It Runs in It Runs in 
the Familythe Family
Hosting a successful family reunionHosting a successful family reunion

A House A House 
with a Pastwith a Past
Historic Skinner House blends the Historic Skinner House blends the 
old with the new old with the new 

Garden ArtGarden Art
Creating functional, pleasing design Creating functional, pleasing design 
elements for your garden and yardelements for your garden and yard

S
P

R
IN

G
 2

0
0

7

Our Country  



2   OUR COUNTRY HOME SPRING 2007 

Gold C Realty

HONESDALE OFFICE
160 Grandview Avenue
Honesdale, PA 18431
Tel: 570-253-5302

COUNTRY CHALET ON 5 ACRES
This home is in move-in condition, freshly painted. Private 
setting and wonderful views, plus additional acreage is 
available, making this property a great package. The 
chalet-style home has 3 bdrms/2baths, large living room w/
wood stove, hardwood fl oors, country kitchen, basement, 
one-car garage, wrap-around deck. Great as a full-time 
residence or country get-a-way.

Ref# 2737 $199,000

NEWLY RENOVATED RANCH 
IN BETHANY

Don’t miss your chance to see this beautiful newly renovated 
ranch home. With 3-4 bedrooms and 3 full baths this home 
has many exciting features! You will fall in love with the 
gorgeous hickory hardwood fl oors in the new kitchen. 
Relax in the Jacuzzi tub in the master bath. There is a back 
porch for lounging and a sizable front deck too. Pride in 
ownership evident in this beauty! The new Beauderas heat 
system and new roof make this home very desirable.

Ref# 2736 $199,900

LOVELY VICTORIAN FARMHOUSE 
ON 15 ACRES AND POND

Lovely Victorian farmhouse on 15 acres. This property 
boasts 9 bedroom, 9 bath, a country porch, a patio, 
a pergola, fl owerbeds, a pond, all in a private setting. 
Potential home business or B&B or country inn.

Ref# 2731 $590,000

DELAWARE RIVERFRONT
Delaware riverfront home on 4 level acres with 250 ft of 
riverfront. Open custom oak kitchen and dining area, living 
room with wood burning fi replace, large screened porch 
overlooks the river, 2-car garage, close to towns easy 
commute to NYC. 

Ref# 2733 $599,000

COUNTRY COLONIAL FARMHOUSE
A custom built dream!! This exquisite country two-story 
home is on 4.3 acres in Cherry Ridge! The large eat-in 
kitchen has Corian countertops, custom maple cabinets 
and tile fl oors. Make your way into the living room with an 
inviting glass door opening onto a large deck with views!! A 
separate dining room, basement/family room with its own 
bath and, of course, 3 bedrooms and a master bath suite 
that will amaze you. A must see as there are too many 
extras to list!!

Ref# 5216 $339,500

STATELY 1890s VICTORIAN HOME 
This stately 1890 Victorian home, has all the original 
woodwork, doorknobs, and charm, waiting to be brought 
back to its natural grandeur. This home features 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, a 1st fl oor laundry room, a huge walk-
up attic, a 72 sq ft screened-in porch, updated plumbing & 
electric, new roof with transferable warranty. The former 2 
BR apartment, over the garage, is waiting for a talented 
handyman. This home has great potential!

REF# 5211 $159,000

COBBS LAKE PRESERVE CHALET
Lovely rustic chalet nested in the woodlands of Cobbs Lake 
Preserve, offering 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, open living 
area w/fi replace, private master loft, rec room sauna & 
wine cellar in lower level, 1-car garage, screened in porch, 
beautiful wooded views, natural rock formations, hiking 
trails, lake rights, clubhouse, picnic area and much more!

Ref# 5196 $169,000

SPACIOUS COUNTRY HOME
This spacious country home close to the Delaware River 
features a deck/gazebo, custom oak kitchen w/Corian 
countertops, potential mother/daughter suite. A roomy 3-
bedroom income apartment over the 3-car garage, and 
a large workshop. Enjoy seasonal views of the Delaware 
River.

Ref# 2668  $339,000

CABIN ON 106 ACRES
Lovely rolling hills, open meadows, tree lined fi elds, 
stonewalls, trout stream, private pond, a true piece of 
heaven here in Canaan; cute cabin, needs some sprucing 
up, has 16x16 deck, 200 amp elec, with storage shed in 
yard! 

Ref# 5081 $549,000 

75 ACRES AND MORE 
REDUCED!!! Located only 10 minutes north of Honesdale!! 
A quaint 3-bedroom ranch on nearly 75 acres of woodland!! 
The acreage is level and rolling, some harvest timber, a 
small section of clearing and large trails throughout!! The 
house proper has a large detached 30x30 garage, large 
shed, a separate mobile for rental income and much more!! 
No zoning or deed restrictions.

Ref# 5182 $485,000

TYLER HILL OFFICE
Route 371, Cochecton Turnpike

Tyler Hill, PA 18469
Tel: 570-224-7653

LOVELY 2-STORY 
ON 3 PRIVATE ACRES

You’ll love this delightful 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath custom 
designed home nestled on a private setting. The beautifully 
designed fl oor-length windows and the beautifully appointed 
cathedral ceiling in the living room are impressive. Enjoy 
the cozy fi replace and breakfast area. Come home to 
gorgeous landscaping with fl ower beds and dogwood trees 
on 3 acres and enjoy peace and quiet.

Ref# 2693 $399,900

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS AND 8.11 ACRES
A beautiful parcel of mostly open meadow and some 
woods… A babbling brook along the back and right side of 
the property. Being a corner lot, it offers access from two 
country roads. Located only minutes west of the Delaware 
River!!

Ref# 2695 $80,000

LARGE COUNTRY HOME 
ON OVER 6 ACRES

This beauty has lots of potential!!! Needs fi nishing and 
some remodeling, but listen to this… 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
and a full basement. 3-car attached garage, 100x48 Steel 
Building with a 24x24 addition, and 2 beautiful ponds!! 
Nestled at the end of a country lane offering complete 
privacy. Only minutes to Interstates 380 and 84. This one 
is a keeper!!

Ref# 5223 $299,900

DUCK HARBOR DREAM HOME
Nestled in the woods at Duck Harbor, this 4 bedroom, 2.5 
bath colonial offers 9’ ceilings, center hall foyer, formal 
rooms, natural cherry stairwell, gunstock H/W fl oors, all 
cherry kitchen w/ Corian countertops, upgraded appliances, 
insulation & foundation w/extra stone & concrete; family 
room has cherry entertainment center, attic storage, on 
6.11 acres, boarders aquatic preserve, also gamelands w/
common private access area, rights to Duck Harbor, private 
boat slip, gated security, trails, woods, prime location.

Ref# 5222 $525,000

www.goldcrealty.com

Spring is here! List your home or 
property with Century 21 Gold C Realty. 

Our real estate group has a name 
and reputation that you can trust. We 

make selling your home as trouble-free 
as possible. Call us for a free market 
analysis. Servicing both sides of the 
Delaware River in both PA and NY.
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DO IT CENTER
Distributors of Quality Building Supplies

Alside Vinyl Products, U.S. Plastic Lumber, 
Superseal Vinyl Windows, Survivor Vinyl Windows,

Weathershield Windows, Therm Tru Doors, 
Fabral Metal Roofing, Atas Commercial Metal Roofing, 

Seamless Gutters, Dietrich Metal Wall Systems, 
Dow Foam Insulation, Guardian Fiberglass Insulation, Cedar,

Pressure Treated and Common Lumber and Wood Sidings,
DeWalt Power Tools, Do It Best Paint, Hardware and More

Call Today For The Quote
On Your Next Building Project

Web: www.supbldsup.com
FREE DELIVERY

Open Mon.-Fri. ’til 5 P.M., Sat. ’til 1 P.M.
Rte. 55, Mutton Hill Rd., Neversink, N.Y. 12765

(845) 985-7693 • Fax: (845) 985-7697



 A  RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE    5

Smart Moves
Clever tips and savvy strategies for packing, organizing 
and surviving moving day.

Dear Reader.
“Gardens are a form of  autobiography,” said Sydney Eddison of  

Horticulture magazine, and in this edition of  Our Country Home, we 
invite you to begin your own autobiography in the spring season of  warmth 
and rebirth. This year, it seemed as though spring would never come, but 
Earth Day did arrive amid sunshine and temperatures in the eighties. People 
celebrated by planting pansies, turning the soil, cooking a healthy meal and 
paying diligent attention to the messages our planet earth is sending.

There are many ways to create beauty and sanctuary in your home and 
in your garden. We offer ideas for upgrading the look of  your yard and 
garden with the addition of  trellises, pathways, edging and water features. 
If  you are in the mood for a new adventure, we invite you to plant a grape 
arbor alongside one of  your trellises or garden walls. It’s always a good time 
to bring your children out of  doors, away from their ipods, game boys and 
computers, and teach them the sensual pleasure of  creating their own little 
piece of  heaven in the dirt. Folks of  my generation lament that children no 
longer seem to have the knack for playing outside, as we did for hours and 
hours, inventing our own games and having our own adventures, away from 
parental eyes. It is a different world these days, with many more dangers, but 
the yard and the woods are still safe for our children. If  you, and they, are 
so inclined, you could create a nature trail with your children this spring, 
showing them by your own example enthusiasm for the natural world. All it 
takes is a bit of  imagination and seeing what is already there.

Relaxation is important in these days of  stress and hurry, and you may 
decide this is the year to add a hot tub or a pool to your back yard. Such spots 
are wonderful for fostering solitary rest or fellowship with friends and family. 
And, of  course, you need a deck or a porch to enjoy the view of  your new 
creations, and nature’s beauty, always available to us all.

Everything in life is better when it is shared, and family is precious when 
it comes to establishing and strengthening connections with loved ones. 
These days, I think of  time spent with family as time invested in the memory 
bank—all those memories to sustain us in years hence. Our Country 
Home offers ideas on how to plan a family reunion that works for everyone, 
from the very young to the very old. 

At the end of  the day, there is nothing more important than the comfort 
of  your bedroom, and we offer ideas to make your bedroom as stylish and 
interesting as the rest of  your abode. This edition of  Our Country Home 
also offers tips on how to keep your home safe while you are away, whether 
for a weekend or a more extended period.

Our region is rich in history, and our featured house this edition was the 
home of  one of  our most important settlers, Daniel Skinner, who in the 
1800s created the system for carrying hemlock timbers on rafts downstream 
to Philadelphia, for use in the ship building trade. Skinner’s Falls, a popular 
spot on the Upper Delaware, was named for him, and his original house is 
perched just north of  the falls on a generous green sloping lawn. These days, 
the house is painted bright yellow and owned by lawyer-turned-poet Sheila 
Dugan, who has shown her appreciation for her house by maintaining and 
upgrading its already substantial charm. 

We hope you will enjoy the bounty within these pages, and fi nd something 
new to inspire you.

Mary Greene, Editor
Our Country Home

 

We Want Your Home
If you have a unique country home and would 
like to see it featured in this special section, call 
845/252-7414 or e-mail marygreene@riverreporter.com.
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The big yellow house on the Pennsylvania side of  the Skinners Falls Bridge 
that crosses the Delaware into Milanville is tended, this century, by Sheila 
Dugan, a woman with a welcoming smile that is as sunny and bright as her 
cheerful home.

Inside, the house has a spacious and up-to-date feel, with lots of  comfortable 
modern touches. The house also harbors a fascinating local history which has 
been preserved by both current and previous owners.

Built in 1815 for Nathan Skinner, the house was constructed in halves, 
off-site, near Callicoon, NY, by two carpenters. It was then fl oated across the 
Delaware to the Skinner property in Milanville. There, the two carpenters (and 
fi rst residents of  the house), Samuel Hedding and John Ross, built a common 
roof  over the matching halves, with a center chimney and fi replace on each 
side. At that time, the house had no inside kitchen and outhouses served as 
bathrooms. Nathan Skinner only lived in the house for a short time before one 
of  his sons, Colonel Calvin Skinner, settled there with his family.

Long before the house was built, the Skinner family had staked its claim to land 
around Milanville. It was Calvin who named the tiny hamlet after Napoleon’s 
Milan decree, the French general’s plan to blockade the British Isles. We can 

assume he was no fan of  the British.
Calvin’s grandfather, Daniel, was the founder of  Delaware River rafting. He 

perfected the skill of  running mast-sized hemlock logs down to Philadelphia to 
sell to the ship-making trade, and the trees around Milanville and much of  the 
region were cut down for this purpose.

But it was a Skinner woman who fi rst defended her home against invaders. In 
1867, when a group of  envious female neighbors conspired to literally throw 
Daniel Skinner’s wife out of  her home with all her belongings in order to make 
it their own, she and her 13- year-old daughter Phoebe fought them tooth and 
nail. Finally, the women surrendered, and by the time their husbands returned 
from business, the wives had made peace with each other, sealing the pact with 
a meal of  dried eels and Johnny cakes at a communal table.

Today, a similar table, eight feet long, occupies the dining room of  the Skinner 
house, now owned by Sheila Dugan. She is often at the head of  it, whether to 
host some portion of  her large family (fi ve daughters and fi ve grandchildren) 
or while offering her spacious digs to the Upper Delaware Writers Collective, of  
which she is a vital part.

There are two distinct wings to this Delaware Valley manse. One is the historic 

By CASS COLLINS

  A House with a Past
Historic ‘Skinner House’ blends the old with the new

“It was a Skinner woman who fi rst 
defended her home against invaders.”

This painting of the historic Skinner House in Milanville, PA was made by Sylvia Wolmuth, who is owner Sheila Dugan’s mother-in-law. Wolmuth painted the house on her first visit there in  
the spring of 1997, when she was 74. The painting shows the back of the house and the large back lawn that slopes down to the Delaware River. 

TRR photo by Cass Collins
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original, consisting of  a half-dozen low-ceiling rooms mostly furnished with 
antiques. The other more recent wing, originally called “the garage,” was 
built around 1966 by a family named Perron. A few years later they added the 
upstairs. In 1989, the Polands moved in and added a hot tub and bathroom to 
the new wing. They also constructed the breezeway connecting the two.  The 
breezeway itself  is larger than most living rooms, and looks out onto a sprawling 
lawn, leading down to the river.

The breezeway has several conversation areas, and a pellet stove keeps it cozy. 
A comfy wicker chaise is the perfect spot to curl up with a kitty and a good 
book.

The original house, as built in 1815, had no indoor plumbing, nor kitchen. 
In the 1950s, both were added. The kitchen is a large country-style one that 
Sheila has updated with new appliances. A small bathroom adjoins it. There is 
a dining area and living room and three bedrooms upstairs, kept in fresh linens 
for guests and grandchildren. 

Sheila occupies the modern wing of  the house. The fi rst fl oor has a modern 
bathroom and a guest bedroom. Upstairs, a self-suffi cient two-bedroom 
apartment meets all of  Sheila’s needs. This is where the lawyer-turned-poet 
spends her time when the weather doesn’t allow for gardening.

Sheila and her husband, Roger, bought this house in 1996 as a second home. 
At the time, the couple lived in an apartment in the East Village and longed for 
a summer retreat on a lake. 

When their realtor suggested a riverfront home, they decided to take a look, 
and when they did, the deal was sealed. Sheila fell instantly in love with the 
house. Indeed, she felt as though she belonged there.

Roger was less sure. The house had already attained a place on the Register 
of  Historic Homes, thanks to the efforts of  previous owners. A historic home 
sometimes has historic upkeep associated with it. But Sheila’s ardor prevailed 
and they both enjoyed their riverfront retreat until Roger’s sudden passing in 
2000.

Since then, Sheila has made the Skinner house her primary home. Largely 
retired from public law, she is an active force in her new community. 

Outside, there is a small outbuilding that is a children’s dream cottage. Fruit 
trees dot the lawn and a fenced-in pond is a favorite summertime retreat. A 
generous hot tub is situated on a concrete patio outside the modernized wing, 
overlooking the river and gardens. A former perennial bed has been claimed by 
Sheila for a vegetable garden.

One has the feeling the “Skinner house” is in good hands this century.

TRR photos by Cass Collins

A spacious, cheerful breezeway, closed in and renovated in 2006, connects the old and new wings of 
the Skinner House.

A gateway leads to a small pond on the property.

And old postcard, circa 1907, shows the original Skinner House. The back of the postcard reads, 
“Merry Christmas from Florence” and it is addressed to C. Skinner, Milanville, Wayne County, Pennsyl-
vania. Postage was one cent.

Sheila Dugan’s granddaughter, Caitlin Cooper of New York City, spends a happy afternoon in the back 
yard. A flourishing flower and vegetable garden is visible in the background.
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Rent-A-Dumpster
    Now is the time to clean out that attic, basement, 
garage or homesite! Dumpsters are also great for 

that remodeling job or building project.
CALL Our Friendly Customer Service Today

Full-Service Waste Removal Company
• Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Recycling Services

Waste Management of Beach Lake
Beach Lake Transfer

e 1-800-225-5930 y
Open to the public

Recylcing drop-off (available on premises)
• Contractors welcome •

• Accepting MSW and C&D Waste •

10-30 
Cubic Yards
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Wayne Bank
Helping the Community Grow

www.waynebank.com • (800) 598-5002

Home
   Improvem

Time!

      Competitve Rates - Everyday!
   Home Equity Loans

Lines of Credit
  Short, Quick Online
   Loan Applications

&

A Subsidiary of Norwood Financial Corp

    Apply Online, Call or Visit a Branch

Honesdale • Hamlin • Hawley • Waymart • Lakewood  • Milford  • Lords Valley • Shohola
Tannersville  •  Stroudsburg  •  Marshalls Creek

Equal
Housing

q

Lender
g

            FREE  CHECKING & FREE  ONLINE  BANKING & FREE  BILL PAY  TOO!

Other fees may apply to free checking.

STAY COOL THIS SUMMER

RON LENZ
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

LOCAL TRANE DEALER
SALES & SERVICE OF:

HEAT PUMPS • OIL & GAS HEATING SYSTEMS
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL WORK

• INDOOR AIR QUALITY CONTROL

570-729-8533

BIG ED FITZPATRICK’S
EXCAVATING, LLC

Septic Systems • Demo • Clearing
Grading • Concrete Slabs

Drainage • Material Delivery
and more...

DON’T BE MISLED – CALL BIG ED
Home 845-292-1144

Ed’s Cell 845-866-3173 • Paul’s Cell (845) 665-2511
Our crew stays with the job until completed.

Call now for your Spring/Summer projects.
Now accepting Visa & MasterCard
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Water softeners
Water softeners

make your life better
make your life

and your pipes and appliances

last longer.
better

MAY 1-31, 2007 – Water Awareness Month

North Star® Water Softeners:
The Professionals’ Choice
Water is your home’s most precious resource. You rely on 
it every day for drinking, cooking, cleaning, washing and 
bathing. Your water heater, washer, dishwasher, and other 
appliances all need the best water to work smoothly and 
efficiently. That’s why a quality water softener is so important.

Why Do You Need a 
Water Softener?
Removing minerals like calcium and 
magnesium from your water will 
protect the investment you’ve made in 
your home, add to your quality of life 
and save you time and money. That’s 
because soft water:

• Protects your 
plumbing, dishwasher, 
clothes washer, water 
heater, faucets and 
fixtures and washbasin 
from damaging hard 
water deposits.

• Leaves less soap 
residue on your 
showers, tubs and 
sinks are easier to 
clean.

• Gives you cleaner 
dishes with less 
spotting.

• Provides softer, 
cleaner, brighter 
clothes—using far 
less detergent.

• Helps your clothes last 
longer.

• Increases the heating 
efficiency of your water 
heater up to 25%.

• Makes your skin feel 
smoother.

• Pays for itself through 
savings on energy, 
water, salt and soaps 
and detergents.

In short, water 
softeners make your 
life better and your 
pipes and appliances 
last longer.

How a Water Softener Protects Your Investment:
• Provides softer, cleaner, brighter 

clothes—using 1/3 less detergent.
• Helps your clothes last longer.

• Better lathering of shampoos 
and soaps.

• makes your skin feel smoother.
• Makes cleaning the shower easy.

• Protects your plumbing, dishwasher, 
clothes washer, water heater, faucets 
and fixtures and washbasins from 
damaging hard water deposits.

• Leaves less soap residue so 
your showers, tubs and sinks 
are easier to clean.

• Less spotting 
on glassware.

• Can improve 
ice quality.

Increases
the heating efficiency

of your water heater
up to 29%.

Example of mineral 
buildup in an unprotected 
water heater.

• Gives you cleaner dishes with less spotting.

CITY WATER SUPPLY$25.00
rebate

Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical
Wholesale Distributors

FOUNDED 1923
www.yaunco.com

240 Chestnut St.
Liberty, NY 12754

(845) 292-6400
Fax (845) 292-5118

Homeowner’s name ______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________________________________________

Contractor’s name ________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________________________________________

Yaun Company Invoice # ___________________________________________

Serial Number _____________________________________________________

Date Installed _____________________________________________________

$25.00 rebate toward the 
puchase of any NorthStar water 

softener, acid neutralizer or 
automatic water filter.

Rules: Have your contractor purchase a 
NorthStar listed product from Yaun Co. 

between May 1-31, 2007. 
Fill in coupon information and 

receive your rebate directly from Yaun Company.
Must be redeemed by June 30, 2007.



 A  RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE    11

By PAMELA JONES

Last year I visited the Storm King Art Center in 
Mountainville, NY and was  mesmerized by this outdoor 
sculpture display that “celebrates the relationship of  art 
and nature.” The placement of  works of  art made of  
metals and stone against the soft grasses, trees and fi elds 
resulted in a magical enhancement, delineating the con-
trasting beauty of  each.

Now, most of  us do not have 500 acres of  rolling pas-
tures and streams, nor a 50-foot-tall steel sculpture to 
place in our front yard, but we can certainly employ 
these design principles on a smaller scale to enhance our 
outdoor living space, blending varied-textured materials 
into our gardens for the dual purpose of  functionality 
and aesthetic pleasure.

If  you plant fl owers, an easy way to start is with 
a garden path. Garden paths are functional, as they 
provide an area to work on your garden and also help 
to contain your gardens and prevent sprawl. It can also 
be aesthetically pleasing, providing contrast with the 
fl ower beds.

You can go very simply with a gravel walkway. If  you 
want to try other materials, fl agstone is attractive and 
low maintenance. Bricks are a classic in the garden. 
They come in a variety of  colors and are fairly easy to 
install. You could add ornamental stepping stones for 
variety.

Edging, used either with the paths or alone, can also 
serve a dual purpose. Decorative cast-iron or wrought 
iron edging can be functional and attractive. It can add 

an old-fashioned appeal, contrasting with the vibrancy 
of  your blooms while helping to keep rocks or other 
materials from slipping into the garden.

Another garden feature you can add yourself  is a 
trellis. Besides providing support to climbing plants, it 
serves to lead the eye upward from the garden, perhaps 
to connect visually with another feature. A trellis can 
be simple or elaborate. Basically, a trellis is just a grid 
that can be built in a weekend. If  you are using lumber, 
a good selection would be cedar, redwood or pressure-
treated lumber for outdoor use. You may want to seek 
the advice and selection from a business like Dirlam 
Lumber in Honesdale, PA, or your neighborhood lumber 
yard or home and garden store, and browse through 
their garden selections for ideas. You can use more than 

“The garden pond can become a hobby, 
just like an indoor aquarium.”

Garden Art
Creating functional, pleasing design elements for your 
garden and yard

TRR contributed photo
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one material, using a wooden frame and stringing wire across it for the grid, 
attached with screw eyelets, for example. Attractive lattices and trellises can 
also be made using natural wood from your trees and bushes, although the 
shelf  life of  such beauties will not be as long as using treated lumber.

Water features are currently popular additions to the garden. I spoke 
with Jim Boxberger , president and owner of  Monticello Farm & Garden in 
Monticello, NY. They have been providing supplies and advice for garden 
ponds since 1991. He said that homeowners can install a garden pond of  up 
to 200 gallons by themselves in one weekend. You can purchase everything 
you need there, which would include the pre-formed liner, pump, fi lter and 
even the fi sh! He recommends installing your pond between mid- to late-May. 
The ground is usually too moist in April to get a good start. You will need to 
dig a hole, place the liner in the hole and fi ll it with water. The weight of  the 
water will help to settle the liner into place. Install the pump and fi lter and let 
the water circulate a day or two before introducing the fi sh.

The garden pond can become a hobby, just like an indoor aquarium 
Although you can feed your outdoor fi sh, if  you go away, the fi sh will eat 
bugs, so they will fi nd their food naturally. A garden pond will attract frogs. 
Birds will use it as a birdbath. You can maintain the pond year-round by 
adding de-icer for the winter months. This creates a small opening in the sur-
face ice that lets the carbon dioxide escape, while keeping the fi sh safe below. 
It will also attract winter birds to huddle around the opening, making use of  
the available water. 

Boxberger advised that using the appropriate pump and fi lter relative to the 
dimensions of  your pond is key to maintaining a natural balance and remov-
ing algae. He warned against buying ready-made garden pond kits, which 
often come with poor fi lters and inadequate pumps. He said they get a lot of  
customers coming in for advice on this type of  pond, which often turns into a 
green swamp of  algae after a week or two. Although the algae can be cleared 
up with chlorine tablets, you would be losing the natural elements of  the 
pond. Any pond chemicals that you use should be mild enough that they will 
not harm your fi sh, plants or the wildlife that visit 
your pond. 

Water features can add value to your property. If  you think you would like 
something bigger and more elaborate, you can contact a professional land-
scaper like Flynn’s Naturescapes in Starlight, PA. In addition to walkways, 
patios and retaining walls, they also specialize in building all-natural water-
falls, water-gardens and koi ponds.

If  you don’t have the time, energy, inclination or physical ability to work on 
all of  your outdoor areas yourself, you may want to hire a professional land-
scaper like Flynn’s Naturescapes. Another local landscaper is Jason Maciejew-
ski. A two-time winner of  the Reader’s Choice award, he is the proprietor of  
Maciejewski Landscaping in Damascus, PA. Maciejewski is a full service land-
scaper, providing design, materials and construction.

I asked Maciejewski what his guiding philosophies for landscape design 
were and he answered that he liked to keep things “native and low-mainte-
nance.” Pictures on his website, like the dry stone wall and the stone stair-
case, reveal his vision of  harmony with nature. Some other construction 
projects he offers include cobblestone paths, blue stone walkways, patios and 
retaining walls. He also installs solar and low-voltage lighting. Maciejewski 
said that he prefers low-voltage lighting because it is more reliable. If  your 
outdoor lighting is necessary for safety or security, low-voltage is probably 
the better choice. Any of  these features will enhance both the functionality 
and the aesthetic appeal of  your garden. Maciejewski works with a full range 
of  customers, from people who have specifi c ideas and plans they want to see 
take shape to those who want to improve their garden, but are not really sure 
what could be done. 

As the weather becomes warmer and the sun and birds beckon us to come 
outside, it’s a good time to turn our attentions to the outdoor extensions of  
our home. We can work with both nature’s designs and artistic designs to 
turn our yards into pleasing living spaces.

Country Estate
Magnifi cent, private 52 acre country estate with stocked stream fed pond. This circa 1910 5 bedroom home 
is totally renovated with great attention to detail throughout and is spacious light and airy, with huge decks 
overlooking manicured lawns and pond. Minutes to The Bethel Woods Center for the Performing Arts and less 
than two hours from New York City. This property is a jewel and represents the very best in country living. 
Listing 18174: $879,000

Swan Lake Cedar Home 
Lake Front Home on Swan Lake with deeded lake rights. This fi ve bedroom 4200 sq ft home has approx 
100 feet of lake front on this 350 acre lake and boasts an absolutely EXTRAORDINARY view of oneof 
Sullivan County’s most pristine lakes. Eagles soar and wildlife abounds. Thrill to your own piece of paradise. 
Just minutes from the new Bethel Woods Center for the Performing Arts. Listing 18099: $695,000

Cedar Home Near The Delaware River 
Beautiful contemporary so close to the Delaware you can hear it! This cozy home boasts cathedral 
ceilings and wood fl oors throughout. Loft-style Master Bedroom Suite with spiral staircase overlooks 
living space below. Beautiful deck with wonderful views and walk out fi nished basement with blue 
stone fl oors. Great home in the country!  Listing 18386: $389,000

Jeffersonville Gentleman’s Farm 
46 Beautiful Acres with Outstanding Panoramic long range views. Watch the sun rise and set from 
this unique home. Large new barn with offi ce space, kitchen, bathrooms, and three rooms. Private, 
but only minutes to the village of Jeffersonville.
Listing 18603: $750,000

The Jeffersonian
This property is considered to be one of the fi nest period homes in Western Sullivan County. Status, charm, 
and elegance are the keywords to describe this ten- room (fi ve bedroom) 5500 sq ft home, which has for a 
few years been a B&B. Whatever your preference, private home or B&B this Jeffersonville village beauty is 
well located and only minutes from the new Bethel Woods Center for the Arts. Listing price $575,000

Jeffersonville Charmer with Lake Rights
This charming three bedroom log-sided home has deeded Lake Rights to Lake Jeff. Enjoy the 
amenities of hardwood fl oors, stone fi replace and front porch. Only minutes to Jeffersonville and the 
New Bethel Woods Center for the Arts. 
Listing 19565: $169,900

Unique Youngsville Property
4000 sq ft nine bedroom custom home with 32.67 acres and large pond. Perfect for a large family 
and a possible multi-family dwelling. Land is subdividable.
Listing 19701: $399,000

LB WOODWORKING
handcrafted furniture 

and cabinets

570-729-0000

HHawk’sawk’s N Nestest

ealty

Homes • Land • Commercial Properties
Serving Orange & Sullivan Counties

845-856-8373
34-36 Front St., Port Jervis, NY

Working with our realty team brings results!

You Know Us, We’re Your Neighbor.
A Full Service, Independent Realty, 
working with Sellers and Buyers.

Conveniently located in the heart of downtown Port Jervis, NY.
We offer specialized knowledge and strong team support.

Ultimate  Sofa   Sale

Hours: Mon.- Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

321 Water Street • Milford, PA
570.296.6099  •  888.296.6099

www.thefurniturefi nd-pike.com

yewr
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A Wise 
Investment

QUALITY CRAFTED
H O M E S

325 County Road 25 & Rt. 52 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764
(845) 252-7301

WESTCHESTER MODULAR HOMES, INC.
A N  E M P L O Y E E  O W N E D  C O M P A N Y

INDEPENDENT AUTHORIZED BUILDER
Featuring High-Quality Andersen® Products

That Will Continue To Grow!
Throughout the years, Westchester Modular Homes has helped thousands of

families build the home of their dreams. Building a new home is your biggest

investment. . .one that is sure to provide you and your family financial security.

At Quality Crafted Homes, we offer one-stop shopping that includes financing,

land search assistance and full turn-key construction services — from start to

finish including porches and garages. Discover how easy it is to make this wise

investment. Call or visit our model today!



14   OUR COUNTRY HOME SPRING 2007 

Contractor Pro

Air Duct
Cleaning Systems

Keeping your home cleaner, healthier and more effi cient

845-252-6735 • 1-866-788-4914
Serving the Upper  Delaware River  Val ley

www.NarrowsburgHVAC.com

BUILDING? RENOVATING?
There’s a lot that goes into building a new home, or renovating an 

old one. You’ll want the home of your dreams to feel as comfortable 
as it looks. Your family will use your home’s heating, cooling & 
water systems on a daily basis. New construction and renovations 
offer the perfect opportunity to make choices that can optimize your 
home for energy effi ciency, improved water, and indoor air quality. 
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can help you make the choices you 
need to make today for tomorrow.

Air Cleaner
With Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc., you’ll be sure that the air 

delivered through your heating and cooling system is clean.

Humidifi ers
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a humidifi er that will 

properly maintain the humidity level in your home while giving 

your family comfort and protecting your woodwork and fl oors.

Ultraviolet Air Treatment
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a system that zaps 

surface mold and airborne bacteria.

Ventilation
Tight and energy effi cient homes can trap stale air inside. Let 

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. bring in fresh air effi ciently and 

economically.

Indoor Air Quality
Mold is a growing concern. Let Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. 

assist you with their new environmental HVAC testing.

High Effi ciency Water Heating
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can provide you with a high 

effi ciency water system.

Energy Star
Replacement Systems

Let Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. protect you and your family.

Thermostats
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a thermostat that will 

give you precise and comfortable heating and cooling control.

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.
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Wake-up Call
Simple ways to give the bedroom a whole new look

Cedar chests, which were once placed 
at the foot of  the bed, are a thing of  the 
past. Decorative, upholstered benches 
are taking their place.

TRR contributed photos

By MARCIA NEHEMIAH
The bedroom has had a storied history. In the past, kings held court while 

propped on pillows in their beds. In American one-room cottages, sleeping took 
place in the same room as cooking, eating and sewing. But as homes grew, the 
bedroom evolved into a separate room reserved for sleeping. Today people use 
their bedrooms to meditate, write letters, exercise, watch television and, yes, 
sleep, too. And the room can take on the personality and style of  its occupants.

Technicolor dreamland
Bob Goldberg of  Broadway Home in Monticello, NY distinguishes between 

homes decorated in the city and the Catskills. “You might choose a contemporary 
streamlined décor for your city bedroom, but in your country home you want a 
different feeling, more casual and more in synch with the natural environment,” 
said Goldberg. To this end, he recommends decorating in neutral calming colors 
and medium soft shades rather than jewel tones. “A pleasing palette is soft 

yellow or soft pistachio green, tangerine or citrus,” he said. He also recommends 
the use of  textures and tones rather than bold prints.

If  you are lucky enough to have a large bedroom, large pieces of  furniture can 
make the room more intimate, said Goldberg. “An armoire can add substance to 
a room. If  you watch television in the bedroom and have enough room, provide 
a seating area.” 

Goldberg suggests that customers forego the traditional bedroom suite and 
mix and match furniture instead. Pieces can be individually selected by clients 
with the help of  Goldberg’s design sense to bring the whole room together. 

Good light
Peggy Harrison of  Rasmussen Furniture in Narrowsburg, NY sees trends 

heading for a more eclectic look, mixing metal, natural wood, painted or stained 
surfaces. “The biggest trend is in media cabinets and tables,” she said. “There 
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Catskill 

LeafGuard
The only One-Piece seamless 

debris shedding gutter 
on the market today.

Never Clean Your Gutters 
Again—Guaranteed

845-482-5259
www.leafguardinc.com

complete home hardware
lawn & garden supplies
bird seeds
wildlife game products
wood pellets
lime fertilizer
lawn seed
pet foods
snow removal rock salt & calcium chloride
muck boots

...and much, much more.

cochectonmills
30 Depot Road, Cochecton, NY 12726 • 845-932-8282 or 570-224-4144

JMR Construction
New Homes • Custom Renovations • Additions • Siding

Fully Insured

570-559-7935
Joe Riccardi

Shohola, PA

are more options available because of  fl at-screen televisions. The wood product 
can be narrower or more open and still accommodate a fl at-screen television.”

If  you don’t have the money or the desire to invest in new furniture, Harrison 
suggests redecorating around existing pieces of  furniture. Small changes can 
signifi cantly update a bedroom. For instance, Harrison said, “Toile, a popular 
new fabric, can be used on accent pillows and valances, or even pillowcases.” 

Lighting can signifi cantly change the look of  a room. Purchase an accent lamp 
of  satin chrome, nickel or bronze, or put a new shade on a lamp you already 
have. Rather than a traditional silk shade, try a shade of  suede, velvet, leather 
or paper, or a pattern of  paisley or giclee art. 

“Lighting should be specifi c to the task you are doing, so you need an overhead 
light to bring in a lot of  light, a bedside lamp for reading, and an accent lamp on 
the dresser. The key is not to use all the lamps at the same time,” Harrison said, 
keeping the mood of  the bedroom calming and serene.

Mirrors can also make subtle changes to a room. Harrison suggests changing 
a wood framed mirror for one with a metal or painted frame.

“Another small but dramatic change is to paint the wall behind the bed 
a contrasting color,” she said. This inexpensive “renovation” can alter the 
apparent dimensions of  a room.

Since second homeowners don’t need a lot of  storage space, they may not 
need a dresser or armoire. The trend is to buy one or two pieces and add smaller 
pieces such as a three-drawer nightstand or bachelors chest later.

The princess and the pea
William Cuttita, owner of  Malek Furniture Warehouse in Monticello, NY, sees 

trends changing in furniture choices for the bedroom. He said his customers 
are opting to replace fi ve-drawer chests with armoires. Armoires can add closet 
space in rooms that are lacking built-in closets and they can accommodate 
televisions, which are becoming more of  a staple in the bedroom. 

Cuttita also said that customers are choosing darker colors. “Deep cherry 
and near-black tones are replacing traditional pine and oak fi nishes,” he said. 
“Straight-lined furniture is being replaced by furniture with sleeker lines. 
Intricate designs and curves are being used in place of  straight, boxy furniture. 
Chrome handles and hardware are very popular,” he added.

Another change, Cuttita noted, is that “cedar chests, which were once placed 
at the foot of  the bed, are a thing of  the past. Decorative, upholstered benches 
are taking their place. The ornate bench designs add class and style to bedroom 
décor.”

Finally, even the all-important bed is being modernized. Customers are 
increasingly purchasing beds that are lower to the ground, such as platform 
beds. 

“High profi le mattresses, such as plush pillow-tops and memory foam 
mattresses, are just the thing to add a touch of  elegance to any bedroom,” said 
Cuttita.

Stop and smell the roses
Kelly Penford explained the design philosophy at Nest home goods store in 

Narrowsburg, NY. “We want to combine country with contemporary, mixing 
in classical elements.” Partner Anna Bern-Penford summarized the trend for 
spring. “Bring the garden into your room.” 

Of  course, you want to add fresh-cut fl owers and plants to your bedroom. Nest 
offers other unusual ways to bring botanical scents, such as lemon grass and 
lavender, into the bedroom.

The store carries an item called a scented bouquet—in this case, the bouquet 
is a spray of  rattan sticks arranged in a gracefully shaped jar, and the water is 
essential oil from aromatic plants such as verbena, honey, jasmine or orange. 
The product is made by Durance en Provence, which also makes the heliotrope, 
vervain and lavender scented candles available at Nest. 

The couple is looking forward the delivery of  “Leaf  Art” prints, one-of-a-kind 
natural pressed specimens from the 1920s to 1950s framed for hanging. 

We tend to associate mosquito netting with climates south of  Sullivan County, 
but anyone who has spent a summer here will welcome Kelly’s simple idea. He 
said, “Because of  our experience of  living in the country, we put mosquito netting 
over our bed. It’s functional as well as decorative.” Also on their bed at home 
and available in Nest are “yo-yo” quilts, or, in Brazilian, fuxico quilts. The quilts 
are constructed by a fair-trade cooperative of  women in Brazil of  small circles 
of  recycled fabrics sewn together to create one-of-a-kind bedspreads. It takes 
2,500 circles to make one quilt. And although many people opt for traditional 
beds—sleigh beds, four-poster beds, upholstered headboards—Nest’s display 
of  a charming wrought iron bed decorated with mosquito netting and a yo-yo 
quilt creates the inviting picture of  relaxation.

Whether you want your bedroom to be spare and modern, romantic and 
intimate, or cozy and comfortable, it should be a refuge from the world and bring 
peace to the soul.

Eagle Valley Realty
6569 State Route 97 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Phone 845-252-3085
Licensed in New York & Pennsylvania

Visit us on the web: www.eaglevalleyrealty.com

Amazing American Four Square!!
Step back in time to this charming home that has been 
lovingly restored. Features include front foyer, large living 
room, formal dining room, family room, yoga salon, 
utility room, six bedrooms, including a master suite on the 
first floor. There is also a two bedroom guest cottage and 
a rustic barn. Great property, situated on 7.60+/- Acres 
with frontage on the ten mile river!! Currently operating 
as a bed & breakfast. A must see!!  $463,000 #6118

Lake Views!!
Let this charming american four square welcome you with 
its original wood work and wood floors! Features include 
a living room, dining room, pocket doors, country kitchen, 
three bedrooms, one full and one half bath. Lovely 
property with an open lawn, apple trees, mature trees and 
a barn/garage. Sit back and relax on the rocking chair 
front porch! Asking $239,000 #6037
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Room to Move
Adding a porch or deck to your home
By CYNTHIA O. TOLIVER

Installing a cozy front porch or handsome back deck are great ways to 
increase the value of  your most important investment, your home. And they 
make beautiful additions to the aesthetic quality of  your property, especially 
here in the Upper Delaware Valley region, which abounds with exciting vista 
points, from the mountains and rivers to wildlife and foliage. If  you enjoy 
working with your hands, and have a weekend to spare, then you are well 
on your way. These ideal do-it-yourself  projects can easily be accomplished, 
provided you have done your homework! And for the manually challenged, 
there are plenty of  contractors who are just a phone call away, ready to make 
your vision a reality.

Before beginning any sort of  home improvement project, be sure to check 
for any deed covenants or zone ordinances. There may be limitations on size 
or types of  addition you can construct, and building permits may be required. 
Have an idea of  what you want to do before checking with your town code 
enforcement offi cers.

These are some of  the key factors one should consider before breaking 
ground.

What is your motivation for adding on? Do you want a family room that will 
withstand lots of  traffi c and activity, or are you looking for a quieter setting 
where you can read in peace or bird watch with a cup of  coffee? Do you truly 
desire the extra space or are you secretly hoping to increase your return with a 
quick sale once the project is fi nished? While a new addition will certainly add 
value to your home, the resale amount may not refl ect the same amount of  
money (or time) you put into this project. 

Are you up to the task for a do-it-yourself  project? If  words like joist, circular 
saw or railing post sound like a foreign language, then call in the experts, such 
as Kurt Construction in Yulan, NY or JMR Construction on the Pennsylvania 
side of  the river. Contractors are always willing to discuss options with you 
and they bring years of  experience to the table. Before meeting with your 
contractor or deciding to tackle the project yourself, research the subject 
online, read books, take classes and visit your local lumberyard for ideas. There 
may be also be deck building kits (if  permits allow) at your local lumber yards 
that will make the project more user friendly. A deck or porch can be used only 
for recreation, or it can be utilized as extra living space, especially during the 
warmer months. Do you enjoy watching the deer frolic in the woods? Will you 
need room for the barbeque grill? Do you like to entertain guests, or is it just 
for you and your family? A private deck off  your bedroom sounds romantic, 
but if  that is the only access, be prepared to stand your ground when guests or 
family members besiege you with requests to share in the great outdoors. 

You and your family and guests should have easy access to and from 

your deck or porch. Will they be walking through your living room or your  
kitchen? Will you need to add an extra door, or steps? Where do you want to 
place your new addition? Porches are fairly simple, although you have options 
that include wraparound porches, railings and awnings. The back or side yard 
may be more challenging. Survey your property carefully and give thought to 
how much shade or sun you will desire. Southeast or southwest locales provide 
great sun/shade combinations. Try to avoid windy spots by placing the deck in 
an area that is protected by the house or some other structure. 

Be aware of  possible distractions, like busy driveways or traffi c noises. Get 
a stepladder and take the time to sit in different spots, checking for anything 
that may obstruct your view. Think about future obstructions too. Will that 
cute little shrub grow up someday to become a towering bush that blocks the 
view of  the river out back? The view from the inside of  your home is oftentimes 
overlooked. That view from inside should be enhanced, not obscured, by your 
new addition. 

A deck can even be used to camoufl age an unattractive part of  your yard and 
transform it into a pleasing focal point. For uneven or sloping property, you 
may want to have several decks, on different levels, perhaps near the pool or 
fountain. Nosy neighbors? Maybe not, but you may want to allow for blinds or 
screens for additional privacy when you take your yoga class, or hop into that 
Jacuzzi.

By the way, size does matter. A huge deck may dwarf  your home. A small one 
may look out of  place next to your roomy fl oor plan. How will your addition fi t 
in with your home’s architecture or landscaping? Think about the materials 
you will use. The trend these days is to incorporate natural materials such as 
stone, slate, brick and wood, as well as newer synthetic ones. Joe Riccardi of  
JMR Construction in Shohola, PA says “choice of  materials is always a matter 
of  personal preference, but plastic decking is maintenance free” and might be 
preferred by some because of  our harsh winters. 

Weather damage is a concern, so weather-resistant materials are a must. 
Roland Ward, a long-established contractor of  South Fallsburg, NY, said that 
“while roughly 90 percent of  decks are made of  pressure-treated wood, cedar 
or redwood decks or porches last twice as long.” Cedar and redwood are pricier, 
but they are well worth the added expense if  it can fi t into your budget, due to 
their long-term durability within our harsh weather patterns.

By giving lots of  attention to location, planning and design beforehand, you 
will minimize any future problems that would result from poorly planned or 
executed home improvement projects. A well placed and constructed deck or 
porch will not only add value and charm to your residence, it will also provide 
you with years of  enjoyment. 

A deck can transform a backyard into a pleasing focal point.
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 Modular is Better-Brookside is the Best
Get back to basics with THE Modular and Mobile Home Experts

More Than 20 Models on Display

394 Route 17B, Monticello, NY 12701 • 845/794-6689 ~ 268 Service Road, Parksville, NY 12738 • 845/295-0803
Open: Monday-Friday 9 am to 6 pm  Saturday 9 am to 5 pm

Family Owned and Operated for Three Generations

• Custom Modular Plans
• Mobile Homes, New & Used
• Hundreds of  Options
• Decorated Models Available
• Design & decorating Services Available on Premises

www.brooksidehomes.com

• Trade-ins Eagerly Accepted
• Complete Turnkey Packages Available

• In-house Financing
• One-Stop Shopping

O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson

for the biker in your life

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY
845 - 888 - 2426

Full leather boutique,

complete line of parts 

and accessories.

Customizing... our 

specialty for the serious 

motorcycle enthusiast.

O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson

for the biker in your life

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY
845 - 888 - 2426

Full leather boutique,

complete line of parts 

and accessories.

Customizing... our 

specialty for the serious 

motorcycle enthusiast.
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WelcomeWelcome
to the 

Neighbor
hood

to the 
Neighbor

hood

The River ReporterThe River Reporter
is glad you’re here!is glad you’re here!

As you settle into your new home and life you can count on
The River Reporter to keep you informed of community news 
and happenings, arts and entertainment, environmental news,
local business, and local sports. You’ll even fi nd special features 
including health, party planning, pet adoption, dining, and more! 
So as you explore your new surroundings let The River Reporter 
be your guide. 

What you can expect from The River Reporter:
• 52 Weeks of award-winning coverage of your community
• More than 25 special sections each year including Upper
 Delaware Magazine, Amphibian, Our Country Home and more!
• Fun contests and give-aways
• Access to our award-winning web site www.riverreporter.com

Send to:

                                         , PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764 or call 845/252-7414

Please send my FREE 6-week subscription* to:

Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

* Offer applies to new subscriptions only.

Michael Parker
Custom Carpentry

Specializing in

Remodeling • Finished Basements

Additions • Custom Decks

Replacement Windows & Doors • Trim

Shohola, PA

570-559-7583

MIKE PREIS, INC.
INSURANCE AGENCY

Insuring people & property since 1925

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE • ANNUITIES
Call one of our licensed, professionals agents

for advice you can trust

845-887-4210
Callicoon

845-482-5510
Jeffersonville

845-252-3953
Narrowsburg

607-498-4301
Roscoe

MACIEJEWSKIMACIEJEWSKI
Landscaping
Landscaping,inc.

FEATURING CULTURED STONE FOR FOUNDATIONS & FIREPLACESFEATURING CULTURED STONE FOR FOUNDATIONS & FIREPLACES
Specializing in new home, lawn installation, tree planting, Specializing in new home, lawn installation, tree planting, drainage, drainage, 

retaining walls, patios and walkwaysretaining walls, patios and walkways. Hardscaping around pools.. Hardscaping around pools.
1-570-224-64051-570-224-6405

366 Swago Rd. • Damascus, PA366 Swago Rd. • Damascus, PA
Jason Maciejewski, Sole ProprietorJason Maciejewski, Sole Proprietor
www.maciejewskilandscaping.comwww.maciejewskilandscaping.com

VOTED 2003, 2004, 2005 & 2006 VOTED 2003, 2004, 2005 & 2006 READER’S CHOICE BEST LANDSCAPERREADER’S CHOICE BEST LANDSCAPER

Complete Landscape Design & Installation

Garden Center
Trees • Shrubs • Perennials • Annuals

Landscaping
Stonework • Pavers • Plantings

and Watergardens
6048 Hancock Highway • Starlight, PA 18461 • 570-635-5000
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For details on membership packages and benefi ts, visit
www.BethelWoodsLive.org 

 (845) 295-2501 • memberships@bethelwoodslive.org

BETHEL, NY • 90 minutes from New York City
15 minutes West of Route 17 at the site of the original 1969 Woodstock Festival

Beat Bethel Woods!

MEMBERSHIP
Memberships are now available for the 2007 Season! 

Membership offers concert enthusiasts and arts patrons an opportunity to help fi nancially support the 
mission of Bethel Woods Center for the Arts.  Support is essential as we strive to enrich the cultural 
benefi ts of our region.  Memberships are available at a variety of levels.  Member benefi ts can include:  

• Member-only entry gate
• Advance ticket purchase before general public
• Parking privileges
• Member only helpline

• No handling fees on ticket purchases
• Club access
• Invitations to special events 
• Plus more…

AMERICAN HERITAGE
REAL ESTATE

PO Box 7, 4936 St. Rt. 52 • Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845-482-5565 • www.AmericanHeritageRealEstate.com

OLD FARMHOUSE
This circa 1870 farmhouse still remains in its 
original state and is a wonderful restoration 
project. It boasts wide planked fl oors, the original 
wood/coal kitchen cook stove, doors and much 
more. Situated in a peaceful setting, this is a gem 
that must be seen! Only $289,000

BEECHWOODS
Newly Listed! This late 1800’s farmhouse is in great 
condition and features six bedrooms, a fi replace 
and the original barn on fi ve acres. Everything is 
situated nicely in a good location with pleasant 
views. Asking $349,000

ROCK VALLEY 
ROAD

Secluded 2 bedroom ranch with a 2 car garage on 
11 acres. All new appliances. Everything is in nice 
shape! Asking $199,000

LAND
55 acres – 
incredible views, great location 
$385,000

Approximately 60 acres – 
secluded and good for sub-division 
$459,000

18.5 acres – 
commercial location on Rt. 17 
$650,000

DOMESTICITIES & THE CUTTING GARDEN
4055 Rte. 52, Youngsville, NY • 845-482-3333

www.thecuttinggarden.org

Affordable Antiques • Home • Garden • Gifts

Cut Flowers in Season

Fennell Painting
Residential Painting Specialist providing only quality custom work 

including Interior & Exterior painting, faux finishes,
restoration painting and staining & color consultations.

If you’re looking for quality work with attention to detail,
call today to schedule your consultation.

570-470-1884
John Patrick Fennell

Preferred Homes & PropertiesPreferred Homes & Properties
Serving all of Sullivan County when buying or selling a quality home or property.

Diane S. Deutsch, Principal Broker, Licensed NY State
3995 State Route 52, Youngsville, NY • 845-482-4300 • Fax: 845-482-4433
Email: diane@preferredhomes.net • Website: www.preferredhomes.net

JEFFERSONVILLE
Large 1839 3 story farmhouse w/rocking chair 
porch in charming Jeffersonville. Original 
woodwork, hardwood fl oors. Separate 2 
bedroom apt. on 3rd fl oor (great for income 
or convert back to single family home). 
Heated barn great for studio space. Great 
property w/ potential for many uses right 
in the village located on a dead end road.
$299,900

CHARMING 1890s FARMHOUSE
Take in the view from the rocking chair 
porch, wide plank fl oors, 2 woodstoves, 
stone foundation, new furnace. Great 
year round weekend getaway. Three 
miles from future Performing Arts 
Center. Renovations have been done. 
REDUCED $189,000

LOVELY YEAR-ROUND LAKEFRONT HOME 
Lovingly & beautifully renovated. Spacious, 
open fl oor plan on two levels w/ wrap around 
decks, enclosed porch & bluestone patios 
overlooking lake. Hard wood fl oors, cherry 
kitchen, cathedral ceilings, everything 
new inside & out. Fish, swim, boat or ice 
skate from your backyard. Close to Bethel 
Woods. Just move in, relax & enjoy. A must 
see! $329,000

845-557-8338
McKeanRealEstate.com

Barryville, NY
Intersection Rt. 97 & Rt. 55

Invest In Your Future.
Land, Riverfront, Lakefront, Commercial Properties.

Serving NY & PA Since 1968

Brookfront Log Cabin
Relax on large deck overlooking mountain

stream. Featuring a stone fireplace,
hardwood floors and extra bunkhouse.
Close to the Delaware River. $189,000

Country Cottage
Charming home on 13+ ac. of fields & woods
close to lakes & Bethel Performing Arts Ctr.
Stone hearth woodstove, plank flrs & rocking

chair porch. Owner financing. $299,000
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By EMILY GRILLO

Ever have one of  those days at work where every 
muscle in your neck and back is so tense that you 
feel like you’re never going to get the knots out? 
Wouldn’t you love to be able to step out of  your 
back door and fi nd true relaxation?

If  you have a backyard that you barely ever use, 
its time to consider a change. Additions like pools 
and spas  are benefi cial to your health and are an 
investment to your home’s re-sale value. That goes 
for any type of  landscaping, especially stone, which 
is in high demand.

Here are some simple, easy ways to create the 
backyard of  your dreams.

Rub-a-dub dub, add a hot tub
Installing a hot tub in your back yard is now 

simpler then ever. Thanks to the new portable spa, 
you can pick and choose where you want your spa 
to go.

One great resource is Relaxation Station, located 
in Honesdale, PA. Owners Ray and Arabella Schmidt 
affectionately call the mobile spas “plug-n-play” 
hot tubs. They say that this new generation of  hot 
tub can be used indoors or outdoors. How do they 
do that?

“Exceptional engineering is used to create a one-
piece, totally portable spa, durable enough for every 
environment,” said Ray. “Spa set-up includes only a 
garden hose and a power supply.”

Of  course, there are more permanent hot tubs as 
well.

Hot tubs come in a variety of  shapes, sizes and 
colors. Your choice about the size of  your hot tub 
depends on many people will be soaking in it at 
one time. Hot tubs range in size from two-to-three-
person hot tubs to hot tubs accommodating seven 
or eight. “Over the 18 years we’ve been in business, 

Creating your own Oasis
Hot tubs, pools and beautiful stonework

“It’s a mini-vacation spot right 
in your own back yard.”

we have seen color trends come and go,” said Ray. 
“Today’s customers are looking for a wide variety 
of  solid, pearlescent colors or natural stone look-a-
likes.”

Can hot tubs really be benefi cial to your health?
Ray says a defi nite yes. “Hot tubs relieve pain and 

stiffness. Immersing yourself  in the hot water raises 
your body temperature and causes your blood 
vessels to dilate, therefore increasing circulation.”

And anyone who has sat in a hot tub on a cool 
autumn night gazing at the full moon, or watching 
the snow fl akes swirl on a February afternoon, 
knows that hot tubs are good for rejuvenating 
the soul. Hot tubs can be used off  season as well. 
Says Texas hot tub afi cionado Karen MacIntyre, 
“I use mine in the summer as a dipping pool. It’s 
wonderfully refreshing.”

Cool down
Of  course, something larger might be desired for 

use in the summer months.
“It’s a mini-vacation spot right in your own 

backyard,” said Sylvia Berger of  Clear Rite Pools 
and Spas in Youngsville, NY about the addition 
of  an in-ground pool. “Swimming  isn’t just for 
children anymore.” 

The health benefi ts of  swimming are too 
numerous to list. According to the March 2007 
issue of  Health and Fitness, “Swimming laps in 
your pool for one hour is equivalent to running six 
miles.” And an in-ground pool can be a long-term 
investment to your property, increasing your home’s 
value substantially. 

Of  course, there is an initial expense involved, 
but don’t let the upkeep of  an in-ground pool scare 
you. Berger, who has been in the pool business for 
almost 24 years, says it’s easier than you think. “All 

it takes is weekly water testing, seasonal opening 
and closing, and occasional vacuuming.”

You can install a heating unit in your pool to 
extend the season. And, if  you don’t want to ever 
close your pool, construct a building around it. If  
you can control the temperature of  the room, you 
can swim all year long.

Berger’s most commonly purchased pools are 
the 16-by-32-foot kidney-shaped pool, and an 18-
by-36-foot rectangular pool. Clear Rite pools, said 
Berger, are easily installed by professionals and can 
be fi lled and treated immediately. “All you have left 
to do is enjoy.”

No worries
Of  course, you are wondering how your back yard 

is going to look after you add your pool or hot tub. 
Mud all over the place, yuck! Well, as they say on 
Broadway, “Hakuna Matata.”

Jason Maciejewski, of  Maciejewski Landscaping, 
Inc in Damascus, PA, can create beautiful stonework 
to compliment anything in your backyard.  

“Drainage of  lain stonework is essential to the 
longevity of  your landscaping,” he said. “Done 
properly, your stonework can last forever.”

Maciejewski, a master of  the trade, understands 
the best type of  stone for your backyard patio and 
will take into consideration budget, design and 
heat absorbency. Maciejewski can match the stone 
colors or patterns to your pool or hot tub. He can 
also create a path or steps leading to the pool. Lawn 
installations, tree planting and retaining walls are 
also within his realm. 

Investing in your property is investing in a return. 
In terms of  both health and aesthetic appeal, as well 
as adding to the fun, pools and spas offer pleasure 
and enjoyment to every household.
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Narrowsburg 
Electric
Serving Sullivan CountyServing Sullivan County
and PA areaand PA area

25 Years Experience25 Years Experience

All Forms ofAll Forms of
Electrical WorkElectrical Work

Clean, Courteous & HonestClean, Courteous & Honest

Richard Maloney  845-252-6640

Continuous 

Service 

Since 1930

FRITZ 
BROS., INC.

WELL DRILLING

WATER SYSTEMS

PIPES AND FITTINGS

SALES & SERVICE

570-253-2660
Fax 570-253-4788
Cliff Street & Route 6

Honesdale, PA

SECOND-HOME MANAGEMENT

“We do everything you come here NOT to do!”
JO-ANN PEABODY MANAGEMENT

www.mrspeabody.com
845-798-5885

ON-CALL CONCIERGE SERVICE 
PRE-SCREENED, INSURED CONTRACTOR NETWORK
24 HOUR PLUMBING & HEATING BY JP MECHANICAL

HOME SECURITY PLAN AVAILABLE
LAWN CARE & LAND MANAGEMENT

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
DOCKS & BOATS

“LIFE, AS YOU WANT IT TO BE”

Make your house a HOME at Hare Hollow

For over 19 years Hare Hollow has been the areas ultimate 
country store. Filled to the rafters with folk art prints, 

rugs, wreaths, primitives, pine furniture, shelves, signs, 
tinware, stoneware, pottery and homespun linens. We 
feature many of your favorite collectibles including the 

The Boyds Collection, Cat’s Meow Village 
and Willow Tree Angels. From country 
curtains to candles, we have it all!

Free Gift Wrapping • Gift Certifi cates
Open 7 Days
Monday–Saturday 10-5
Sunday 11-5
322 Broad St., Milford, PA
570-296-5757

New Bridal Registry
Now Available

The WellThe Well 
Dressed RoomDressed Room

at
HOCKENBERRY FURNITURE

Introducing... Interior Design Services
FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

WINDOW TREATMENTS
FABRICS & WALLPAPERS

MATTRESSES & BEDDING ENSEMBLES
Living Rooms  • Bedrooms • Dining Rooms

Home Entertainment Center
Traditional • Country • Contemporary

Shop at Home or in our Store
29 JERSEY AVENUE, PORT JERVIS, NY

845.856.6153
HOURS: MON. THRU SAT. 9-5:30

HERMAN ZUBE – PROPRIETOR SP
RI

N
G 

SA
LE

!

GARFIELD BUILDERS

Additions • Decks • Garages • Homes • New Construction • Remodeling • Ceramic Tiling

Wayne G. Gilbert
35 Years Experience • Life-Time Resident • Quality Work • Affordable Rates

202 Keesler Road, Damascus, PA 18415

570-224-4123

Wonderful GiftsWonderful Gifts
for all Ages:for all Ages:
Art, Jewelry
Books, Cards
Candles, Toys

Sweets & Treats
Home and Garden
Featuring Local 

Artists
Giftwrap & Shipping

Open Year Round

NiNicolil ina‛s‛s

Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY 

12764
845-252-3773

Our Country Home, a special publication of 
The River Reporter, is published by Stuart Commu-
nications, Inc. Entire contents ©2007 by Stuart Com-
munications, Inc.
 The River Reporter maintains an offi ce at 

93 Erie Ave., Narrowsburg, NY. Its mailing address 
is P.O. Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764. Phone 
845-252-7414. E-mail ads@riverreporter.com. The 
River Reporter is online at riverreporter.com.

 Subscription to The River Reporter is $57.00 for 
two years, $33.00 for 1 year or $22.00 for six months. 
USPS 354-810. Periodical postage paid at Narrowsburg, 
NY 12764, and additional mailing offi ces.

Publication date: April 26, 2007

Publisher
Laurie Stuart

Assistant Publisher
Danielle Gaebel

Section Editor
Mary Greene

Production Manager
Connie Kern

Marketing Director
Lori Malone

Advertising Sales
 Emily Grillo

Jennifer Bitetto
Eileen Hennessy 

HomeHome
A  RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE

Our Country 



 A  RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE    23

You are young—very young, too small to peek over the top of  the picnic 
table. Your sturdy legs have recently begun carrying you and you love the 
freedom and speed of  moving about. The air crackles with excitement and a 
lot of  people are in the yard. Suddenly you’re looking up at a face creased with 
age. It is a man, dressed in faded fl annel, seated in a straight-backed chair. You 
have never seen a face like that—soft and wrinkly, like wax paper. His eyes, 
you can see, are a faded blue, twinkling like sun on water. His hands rest on 
his knees until one lifts toward you. Your mother says, “Child, meet your great 
grandfather.”

Such is the magic of  family reunions, when those at all levels of  the family 
tree can be together for a time.

There are as many ways to host a successful family gathering as there are 
types of  families. Many take place at home, or at least use that as a base. 
Some families rent a hall or other spot for a special meal. Some families take 
advantage of  the local bed and breakfast to visit in comfort and style. And lots 
of  families do a combination. 

What is right for you, says James Campistrous of  J-Angelo event planners 
in Milford, PA, depends on your budget. “That’s the biggie,” he said. “That’s 
where you start.”

Next, you determine your guest list. If  you are hosting over a hundred people, 
said Campistrous, plan for a buffet or picnic-style meal. Again, numbers are 
determined by your budget, and “small doesn’t mean it’s going to cost that 
much less,” he said.

Another important consideration in the planning phase is to be considerate 
of  the various age groups attending. “For the older population,” said 
Campistrous, “accessibility is a must.” Plan some quieter games for the older 
adults, and some active games for young adults and kids. Croquet, volley ball, 
softball, badminton and horse shoes are all simple-to-plan outdoor games that 
most everyone will enjoy. Charades, four-in-one games and circle games (such 
as “Telephone”) will keep everyone occupied and laughing around the living 
room or dining table. Campistrous recommends a place for the little ones to 
burn off  steam, “such as a jumping room,” he said.

Of  course, with an outdoor party, planning for the weather is a must. 
Campistrous recommends a tent with sides. “For a hundred dollars more,” he 
said, “it’s worth it.” When planning the menu it’s important, again, to take 
needs into consideration. Salty and ultra-sugary foods could create hyperactive 
children or older folks who then are ill the next day. Ethnic foods are a great 
way to tie the meal together, said Campistrous, as are foods reminiscent of  the 
past—old family dishes or foods typical to an era.

If  your family is like most families, a little family drama and squabbling is to 
be expected, but a family reunion is not the time or place. “Bury the hatchets,” 
advises Campistrous. “Completely. Negative vibes are out,” he said. “Be positive 
and make it fun.”

Even if  there is one major planner in your family that is taking charge of  the 
event, it might be helpful to give everyone a role in the work. Having to send 
out invitations, coordinate the potluck supper or plan the games can give adult 
siblings a vested interest in the event, causing everyone to communicate and 
work together, and keeping competition at a minimum. Cameras and video 
cameras are a great idea—in the hands of  one or two avid shutterbugs or 
a professional photographer—for documenting the day. It’s also a nice idea 
to create a keepsake of  the event, such as a big white linen tablecloth that 
everyone can sign, or a story board of  old photos documenting family history 
and commemorating family members who have passed on.

Campistrous said the key to a successful family reunion is good planning and 
an emphasis on fun. “The smarter and safer your family reunion is, the more 
fun you will have.” Themes can really tie it together, he said, and he is available 
to help with this and also to come in at the last minute with décor ideas to “pop 
it up.” CryBaby Creations in Barryville, NY also offers event planning and a 
wide selection of  party supplies.

Campistrous said the purpose of  the reunion is to bring the generations 
together, to give a sense of  family roots and where we come from. “This 
connection to our roots sometimes gets lost,” he said. Family reunions are a 
way to preserve and deepen those connections.

“Such is the magic of  family reunions, 
when those at all levels of  the family tree 
can be together for a time.”

It Runs in the Family
By MARY GREENE 

Hosting a successful family reunion

TRR contributed photos
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For more information on this properties or others:
see www.klimchok.com or call us at 845-887-4444.

Klimchok Real Estate
Lower Main Street, Callicoon, NY

BEAUTIFUL DELAWARE RIVERFRONT HOME
This wonderful HIGH enjoyment, LOW maintenance home is 

situated on 100 feet riverfront. There are so many pluses...A large 
screen porch overlooking the river; a 22’ x 20’ family/living room 

with a wall of windows out to the river; 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths; an 
established perennial garden; Privacy...easy to Callicoon. Get your 

kyacks ready! Your perfect Riverfront “COUNTRY HOME” awaits. 
$399,000.

in thein the
CountryCountry

A Special A Special 
PlacePlace

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5  •  90 Main Street • Narrowsburg, NY  •  12764 • Phone: 845-252-3901
S T Y L I S H  H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S  F O R  L E S S   

UPPER DELAWARE FURNITURE 
ASMUSSEN’S R

Style. Function. Harmony. Style. Function. Harmony. 

AS GOOD FOR YOUAS GOOD FOR YOU
AS IT IS GOOD.AS IT IS GOOD.

Scancarello & Sons, Inc.Scancarello & Sons, Inc.

Proudly distributed throughout Sullivan County
American

Heart 
Association

Products displaying 
the heart-check 

mark meet 
American Heart 
Association food 

criteria for saturated 
fat and cholesterol 
for healthy people 

over age 2.

www.americanheart.org® 2006 Boar’s Head Provisions Co., Inc. 3246•98413
www.boarshead.com
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INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

AMERICAN ELECTRIC, LLC
Serving Sullivan County

FULLY INSURED
Sull. Co. License # 273 • NJ State Lic. # 12380

Bucket Truck Available
M. Popolillo

845-932-8111 • 845-583-1015
Lake Huntington, NY

www.AmericanElectricOnline.come y r

PACKAGE PRICING 
AVAILABLE

DISHWASHER & 
MICROWAVE 

INSTALLATION

(570) 689-9757
(570) 253-3874
Rt. 590 to Rt. 348

between Hamlin & Mt. Cobb
www.aurels.com

EXPERIENCED SALES 
STAFF AVAILABLE TO 
ANSWER ALL YOUR 

QUESTIONS

COMPLETE 
PARTS 

DEPARMTENT 
FOR ALL 
MAJOR 

APPLIANCES

Offering different
coverage possibilities

for homeowner’s insurance

We support growth

D.R. BLUHM
INSURANCE AGENCY

871 Main Street • Honesdale, PA

570-253-0191

FRANK SMITH & SONS
Established Since 1961

WELL DRILLING
PUMPS & WATER SYSTEMS

SERVICE & REPAIR

Rotary Driller and/or 
Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road • Cochecton, NY 12726
845-252-6642 

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

B30 Series
The Kubota B30 Series premium 
compact tractors allow you to do 
so much more than load, mow 
and dig. With workhorse 26 or 30 
HP Kubota diesel engines, cruise 
control, quick-hitch sub-frame for 
easy implement changes, and 
the fi rst climate-controlled cab in 
its class (B3030), you’ll run out of 
chores before running out of ways 
to get them done.

You keep adding chores. We’ll keep adding features.

Marshall Machinery Inc.
Route 652 • Honesdale, PA 18431

(570) 729-7117

EVERYTHING YOU VALUE
www.kubota.com

BUCK MOORHEAD
ARCHITECT

Residential • Commercial

Sustainable Design • Renovations

New Construction • Land Planning

Callicoon, NY • 212-343-2735

buck@buckmoorheadarchitect.com



26   OUR COUNTRY HOME SPRING 2007 

Helping our Communities Grow in 

the 21   Century

Jeffersonville - 845-482-4000   Eldred - 845-557-8513

Liberty - 845-292-6300   Loch Sheldrake - 845-434 1180

Monticello - 845-791-4000   Livingston Manor - 845-439-8123  

Narrowsburg - 845-252-6570   Callicoon - 845-887-4866  

Wal*Mart/Monticello - 845-794-3988   Wurtsboro - 845-888-5890

24 Hour ATMs in all 10 locations    On-Line Banking

st

We’re proud to be a part of this community, our friends and 

and please feel 

free to let us 

know how we 

can serve you 

better.

www.jeffbank.com
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Grill Once, Dine Twice
A smart way to use the grill, and an easy way to enjoy  two 
deliciously different meals

“Grilled burgers and onion slices become a 
yummy pasta supper, while steaks with red 
onion wedges make a spectacular salad.”

Family Features

Family Features Contributed Photo

Take two perfect partners — beef  and onions — 
and grill twice the amount you need for one meal. 
Enjoy half  — save half !

For each bonus meal, just add a few simple 
ingredients. Grilled burgers and onion slices 
become a yummy pasta supper, while steaks with 
red onion wedges make a spectacular salad — each 
ready in minutes.

Beef  on the grill
 Trim visible fat from steaks before grilling to help 
prevent fl are-ups. Grill beef  over medium heat. 
Too high heat can cause the exterior to char before 
the interior is cooked. Charring or overcooking 
beef  is not recommended. Use an instant-read 
thermometer, inserted horizontally into the side 
of  steaks and burgers, to check for doneness. The 
thermometer will register 145°F for medium rare, 
160°F for medium doneness.Always cook burgers 
to medium doneness (160°F), turning occasionally 
with a spatula — no pressing, please!  Turn steaks 
occasionally with tongs. Forks pierce the meat, and 
fl avorful juices are lost.

Tasty onion tips
Onion slices and wedges are perfect for grill-

ing. Simply brush with olive oil, sprinkle with salt 
and pepper, a favorite herb or prepared seasoning 
blend, and grill over medium heat.

For grilling, cut onions ½ inch thick to help keep 
slices together, and for easy turning with a spatula.

Onions can be divided into two categories: fresh 
and storage. Thin, light-skinned fresh onions are 
available March through August. Storage onions, 
harvested in early fall, are marketed through April. 
Both are available in yellow, red and white. The 
higher water content in fresh onions gives them a 
mild taste ideal for enjoying raw or grilled.

Beef  Top Loin Steaks With Balsamic 
Red Onion Relish 

Total preparation and cooking time: 35 to 40 
minutes.
 4 boneless beef  top loin (strip) steaks,
                   cut 1 inch thick (about 8 ounces each)
 ½ cup balsamic vinegar

 
               2 teaspoons garlic-pepper seasoning
 2 medium red onions, each cut into 
                  12   wedges
 2 medium yellow squash, cut lengthwise 
                   in half  
 2 medium zucchini, cut lengthwise in half  
 2 tablespoons olive oil
 2 teaspoons garlic-pepper seasoning
 1 teaspoon chopped fresh oregano 
                    or thyme
                 Salt

Bring vinegar to a boil in small saucepan. Reduce 
heat; simmer 6 to 8 minutes or until reduced by 
half. Set aside.

Press 2 teaspoons garlic-pepper seasoning evenly 
onto beef  steaks.

Soak four 10-inch bamboo skewers in water 10 
minutes; drain. Thread onion wedges onto skewers. 
Brush onions and cut sides of  squash with oil; 
sprinkle with remaining 2 teaspoons garlic-pepper 
seasoning.

Place steaks in center of  grid over medium, 
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For ALL

Your Hardware 

& Building Supplies

Boom Truck Service

Rt. 17B Callicoon, NY

845-887-4804

Callicoon Supply, Inc

IRWIN®

One Phone Call • One Order • One Bill

Now you can advertise your listings in NYC, 
Long Island, Western NY and Central NY.

Reach each region for as low as $140 
or all regions for as little as $390!

For more information, call Emily, NYSCAN Director
845-252-7414

or e-mail emily@riverreporter.com

Rt 6 Krempasky Plaza, Honesdale, PA
1-800-845-6559
Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Voted The River Reporter Reader's Best Hot Tub Store 5 years running
Bring this ad in for a FREE set of PVC steps with purchase. Exp. 5/31/07

All Dream Maker spas are totally portable.

• 4-person spa with lounger
• Top-loading 25 sq. ft. Cartridge fi ltration system
• Deluxe surface skimmer providing 100% water fi ltration
• Energy effi cient heat transfer (recovery) system and 

“Hot Stick”
• 13 adjustable Hydrotherapy Jets
• Available in 2 exciting granite colors: sandstone & grey

• Pump 120 volt 15 amp service. Just 
plug it in and enjoy! 1.5 horsepower 
high-performance Aqua Flow pump

• Mood light controls
• Patented backlit waterfall built in to the 

spa fi lter lid with adjustable water fl ow
• State-of-the-art Balboa controls 

with digital topside and temperature 
readout

110V PORTABLE PLUG & PLAY SPA110V PORTABLE PLUG & PLAY SPA
$$2,6952,695

with cover

ash-covered coals; arrange onions and squash around steaks. Grill steaks, 
uncovered, 15 to 18 minutes for medium rare to medium doneness, turning 
occasionally. Grill squash 8 to 12 minutes and onions 12 to 15 minutes or 
until tender, turning occasionally.

Remove onions from skewers; toss ½ of  onions with 2 tablespoons reduced 
vinegar, oregano and salt, as desired. Carve 2 steaks into slices. Serve with 
onion mixture and ½ of  squash; season steak and squash with salt, as desired. 
Cover and refrigerate remaining 2 steaks, onions, squash and reduced vinegar 
to use in Grilled Beef  & Onion Salad below.

Makes 4 servings.

Grilled Beef  & Onion Salad 
Total preparation and cooking time: 15 minutes
 2 leftover grilled boneless beef  top loin (strip) steaks
 ¼ cup olive oil
 2 tablespoons leftover reduced balsamic vinegar
 1 large clove garlic, minced
 ¼ teaspoon salt 
 1/8 teaspoon pepper
 4 leftover grilled squash halves, cut into 3/4-inch pieces
 Leftover grilled red onion wedges
 8 cups mixed salad greens
 Salt and pepper 
Whisk oil, vinegar, garlic, salt and pepper in small bowl until blended. Set 

aside.
Arrange squash and onions over greens. Carve steaks into slices; season 

with salt and pepper, as desired. Arrange over salad. Drizzle vinaigrette over 
salad and toss.

Makes 4 servings.

Grilled Onion Cheeseburgers 
Total preparation and cooking time: 35 to 45 minutes
 2 pounds ground beef
 2 tablespoons chopped fresh thyme
 1 tablespoon minced garlic
 2 large yellow or white onions, cut into ½-inch-thick slices
 1 to 2 tablespoons vegetable or olive oil
 Salt and pepper
 4 white or whole wheat hamburger buns or Kaiser rolls, split 
 3 ounces crumbled or shredded cheese. 

Combine ground beef, thyme and garlic in medium bowl, mixing lightly but 
thoroughly. Lightly shape into eight ½-inch-thick patties. Brush both sides of  
onion slices with oil.

Place patties and onion slices on grid over medium, ash-covered coals. Grill 
patties, uncovered, 11 to 13 minutes to medium (160°F) doneness until no 
longer pink in center and juices show no pink color, turning occasionally. Grill 
onions 15 to 20 minutes or until tender, turning occasionally and brushing 
with oil. Season patties with salt and pepper, as desired. 

Top burgers with desired cheese about 1 minute before removing from 
grill. Place cheese-topped burgers on bottom of  each bun and top with ½ of  
grilled onions. Close sandwiches. Cover and refrigerate remaining 4 burgers 
and onions to use in “Meatballs” & Pasta With Grilled Onions & Fresh Tomato 
Sauce below.

Makes 4 servings.

“Meatballs” & Pasta With Grilled Onions 
& Fresh Tomato Sauce 

Total preparation and cooking time: 20 to 25 minutes
 4 leftover grilled burgers
 3 tablespoons olive oil
 Leftover grilled onion slices, cut in half
 3 cups chopped fresh tomatoes
 ½ cup chopped fresh basil
 ½ teaspoon salt
 ¼ teaspoon pepper
 4-½ cups uncooked regular or whole wheat penne pasta
 Salt and pepper
 Shredded Parmesan cheese
Cut each burger into 6 equal pieces. Heat oil in large non stick skillet over 

medium heat; add burger pieces, onions and tomatoes. Cook 8 to 10 minutes 
or until burgers are heated through, stirring frequently. Stir in basil, salt and 
pepper. Set aside.

Meanwhile, cook pasta according to package directions; drain and return 
to pot. Add beef  mixture; toss to coat. Season with salt and pepper, as desired. 
Sprinkle with cheese, as desired.

Makes 4 servings.
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“Whether there’s room for a small 
vineyard or just a single vine on a 
fence or trellis, a homeowner can 
enjoy their own  fresh fruit.”

By ROSEMARY MANDEVILLE

It was one of  those unusually warm, spring-like days in March when I went out to 
prune the grapes. The vines are still in their initial training stage. Eventually, they will 
have a single trunk with two “arms” at two different heights—a style known as the 
4-arm Kiffen system. At this point, the grapes are beginning their third year, and I’m 
pleased to see there are some one-year-old canes that look strong enough to bear fruit 
this year. I can’t wait. 

Grapes are easy to grow—far easier than tree fruit. Whether there’s room for a 
small vineyard or just a single vine on a fence or trellis, a homeowner can enjoy their 
own fruit fresh or in jams, juice or, of  course, wine. Closely related to our native fox 
grape, the Concord grape has been the most vigorous and fruitful for us. Be that as it 
may, I am more partial to the pink-skinned Canadice and Reliance varieties. They are 
so delicate and tasty that they often don’t make it into the house, let alone into juice 
or preserves! The seedless varieties are easier to eat, but the fruits will be tiny, similar 
in size to the champagne grapes sometimes available at the store. The seeds in grapes 
produce a hormone that causes the fruit to swell. Seedless grapes lack the hormone; 
therefore, they stay quite small. Commercially, seedless grapes are sprayed with the 
hormone, stimulating them to grow to the familiar size. Size doesn’t matter to me, 
though, when I can fi ll my mouth with so many tiny fruits at once, all bursting with 
fl avor!

Choose a sunny spot with good air circulation to plant your new vines. Supple-
mental watering is probably necessary for the fi rst couple of  years, but not usually 
required after they become established. A yearly side dressing of  compost is all they 
require for fertilizing. Too much fertilizer will result in excessive soft leafy growth that 
will be more prone to insect and disease attack. They also need to be pruned each year 
in late winter to increase air circulation and improve fruit quality. Flowers are borne 
on new growth with the best fruits coming from growth originating from one-year-
old canes. Those canes are easy to recognize. Good ones tend to be slightly thicker 
than a pencil with smooth bark, while older canes will develop rougher, darker brown 
bark. Whether you choose to train the grapes in some formal style, or prefer to let 
them scramble over a fence or trellis, it is best to cut out the older wood to encourage 
younger, more fruitful canes to fi ll the allotted space. 

As with any cultivated plant, grapevines can get into trouble with some insects and 
diseases. The biggest problem I’ve had is with Japanese beetles. Almost overnight the 
leaves at the top of  the plants are skeletonized. Being that grapes are so vigorous, it 

Fruit of  the Vine

Whether in our own back yards, or the considerably larger acreage of  
Calkins Creek Vineyard, this ancient fruit deserves some space in our lives.

MAIL ORDER GRAPEVINES
Miller Nurseries
800-836-9630
www.millernurseries.com 
Stark Bro’s
800-325-4180
www.starkbros.com 
VINEYARD TOURS AND WINE TASTINGS
Calkins Creek Vineyard
Milanville, PA
570-729-7722
www.calkinscreekvineyard.com

probably doesn’t affect the health of  the vine, but it is unsightly in an ornamental 
setting. They are also susceptible to leaf  and fruit spots of  several varieties, especially 
if  the vines are overgrown and without suffi cient air circulation. Fungicidal sprays, 
organic or otherwise, along with good sanitation and selection of  resistant varieties 
help to control disease problems. Consult the local cooperative extension service or a 
good book for specifi c recommendations. 

Those who just don’t have the room for grapes can still enjoy the fruit of  the vine. 
Tucked away in the rolling hills just outside of  Honesdale, PA is a vineyard complete 
with tours of  their underground storage cave, glimpses into the winemaking process 
and, of  course, wine tastings. Mike Stone, the owner of  Calkins Creek Vineyard, is 
a recently retired airline pilot embarking on a second career as a wine master. The 
1,800 American and French vines were planted in 2000, and have been in produc-
tion since 2003. Several wines are now ready for tasting and for sale at reasonable 
prices. The vineyard is open daily from May to October, and the rest of  the year 
by appointment. It would be hard to imagine a more pleasant way to spend a hot 
summer or fall afternoon. 

TRR contributed photos
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2352 NYS Highway 97 • Pond Eddy NY 12770

www.treny.com
(845) 557-3800

Build your dream home 
on this two-acre one-of-a-
kind home site. This rare 
fi nd has frontage on a 250-
acre pristine mountain lake 
and looks out onto a truly 
magnifi cent waterfall. This 
is one of the most unique 
properties in Sullivan County. 
Close to NYC and other 
recreational amenities. 
Won’t last long! $339K

Late 1800’s Farmhouse in 
Pastoral Setting situated on a 
hilltop overlooking a distant 
mountain range, this picture-
perfect farmhouse has it all. 
$420K

This impeccable cedar 
contemporary is within 
walking distance to pristine 
mountain lake. Situated on 5 
private acres this wonderful 
home is the perfect artist’s 
retreat. $399K

This spectacular 4000 sq. ft. 
river valley home sits on 5+ 
acres complete with 45x70 
Koi pond with waterfall, a 
smaller pond in front, and a 
deeded half-acre parcel on the 
Delaware River. $629K

This magnifi cent home built 
with 18” Canadian logs 
sits atop one of the highest 
pinnacles in Sullivan County 
features views, views, 
views. Large fi eldstone 
fi replace and oversized deck 
overlooks pool which is set 
into the mountainside and 
adjoins 3000 acres of state 
land.  Fairytale setting.
$725K

This award winning home 
with serene lake views 
offers distinctive custom 
features.  The home was built 
with a creative fl air that is 
guaranteed to please the most 
discriminating buyer.
$525K

This adorable cottage-style 
home is just a stone’s throw 
from one of the areas’
largest motorboat lakes.
Enjoy evening sunsets
from the expansive deck.
This is the perfect
recreational getaway for
your family. $174K

With this old-style farmhouse 
you have the best of both 
worlds. It has the character 
and charm of old world 
craftsmanship but has 
been newly constructed 
with all modern updates 
and conveniences.  A must 
see!  $369K

This impressive colonial-
style home is deceptively 
large and beyond expectation. 
The grand foyer leads to a 
period style sitting room w/
fi replace, formal living room 
and chef’s kitchen w/break-
fast nook w/bay window. 
Privately set on 5 acres
which borders 1,200-acre 
preserve. Call for private
tour. $399,900.

Move right in to this 
completely remodeled home 
located in the areas most 
sought after four season 
amenity-fi lled community. 
Whether you walk to the ski 
slope or enjoy a short drive 
to the private beach, you are 
guaranteed to love this three 
bedroom two bath home. 
A must see for the price 
$l89,900.

TURNER REAL ESTATE
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By KRISTIN BARRON

Every backyard, no matter how small, is a great place to be a nature detective 
where parents can introduce their kids to the beauty and excitement of  the sea-
sons in some very easy ways.

As spring unfolds this year, why not consider creating a nature trail for your 
children. This can be accomplished simply by making a path with fallen branches 
you have collected and marking stations; for example, a tree, a special plant, a 
unique rock, a bird feeder or bird bath, and so on, that can be observed through-
out the year. Maybe post a birdhouse to watch in winter. With a quick visit to the 
local hardware store, you can also make a trail with wood chips or gravel. (I’d 
recommend using naturally colored chips instead of  those weird ones that have 
an alien-looking, red color.)

With just a few simple tools–a magnifying glass, a net or jar, identifi ca-
tion books and maybe a notebook and pencil to record your fi ndings–you 
can begin your adventures. And as every good detective knows, you should 
be quiet and careful as you explore. It is important for young nature detec-
tives to learn respect for life and habitat. Exploring does not mean destroying!
Here are some possible way stations to include on your nature trail:

• Consider the rotten log–a rich world of  its own. Just fi nd out what’s 
under there. Maybe a red eft–a type of  salamander that we see travel-
ing our roads after a rainstorm–or a sow bug or centipede scurrying 
out like a Chinese dragon. Look for ants, crickets, beetles and the spec-
sized bright red velvet mite. A spider relative, these tiny creatures can 
be found in decaying wood and under rocks. Look also for lichen–these 
beautiful lacy plants are a combination of  algae and fungi and often 
grow on tree bark and stone.

• The mud puddle–all kids want to stomp through them whatever their 
footwear–but before the plunge, take a look for worms and animal 
tracks. Of  course, if  there is a local pond or stream or if  you can create 
a small pool, you can watch the water’s edge all year. In March or April, 
collect frog  spawn and raise tad poles or observe the life cycle of  drag-
onfl ies. Look also for the aquatic stages of  the red eft salamander, which 
begins its life in water and returns in maturity.

• Watch a tree through the seasons–observe its history–the buds in spring, 
summer’s leafy fullness and autumn’s  decline. Maybe tap a maple for 
sap and remember to look for nests and other animal and insect homes. 
Remember the maple’s winged seeds (samaras) which make great “heli-
copters.” (Kids also love to peel them apart and stick them on their 
noses.) Make a bark rubbing with paper and crayon to see the pattern 
of  the bark.

• Look for ant hills. Some have been here for generations and have become 
huge mounds that are fun to watch. Look for mole holes and tunnels in 
your yard. Find a toad in the shade.

• Plant a small garden–watch your beans and cabbages grow. Also plant 
fl owers. Butterfl ies (and hummingbirds) like bright colors, especially 
red. Consider lupine, beebalm and butterfl y bush. Children can later 
make collections or unique cards from arrangements of  pressed fl owers. 
Plant lilacs and watch tiger swallowtail butterfl ies nectaring there in 
the spring. Look for common lawn wild fl owers like dandelion, ox-eyed 
daisy, red clover and mouse-eared hawk weed. Make a compost heap for 
insects, spiders and small mammals. (Snakes like it, too.)

• Remember spiders. Early morning, when the grass is wet with dew, is 
the best time to see spiders and their webs. Look for the large yellow 
“writer” spiders (Argiope) like “Charlotte.”

For a wonderful example of  a nature trail, take a ride to the children’s park 
located in Long Eddy along Route 97. The park, which has been the result of  a 
prize-winning community effort, includes children’s swings, a basketball court 
and an access to a brook that runs into the Upper Delaware River. The nature 
trail at the Long Eddy park runs on the edge of  the fi eld and features a range 
of  berry bushes complete with signs. It’s the perfect sort of  trail for pre-school 
children and only takes a few minutes to traverse. It just goes to show what you can 
accomplish with some paving stones, a trip to a local nursery, a good nature guide 
book and some creativity.

So, when the warm winds blow, visit a local nature trail or better yet, make one 
yourself. All you really need to do is get out, enjoy the sunshine and take a walk.

Nature Detectives
Creating a nature trail with your children

“With just a few simple tools you can 
begin your adventures.

TRR contributed photos
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Take Advantage of Technology 
Call Shorten Homes 

ask for the 
DESIGNER GROUP

1-800-458-0249 

SHORTEN 
HOMES

1110 Scranton-Carbondale Hwy. • Scranton, PA 18508 • www.shortenhomes.com

You’re leading in Industry because you are taking avantage 

of technology, so why build your house the old-fashion way?

More than 30 Modular Homes on Display • Fully Decorated
1,000 to 3,5000 Plus Sq. Ft. • Over 6 Quality Manufacturers

10 Year Home Owner’s Warranty • Bank Financing

“Living High with Low Prices”
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Thousands of  Americans move every year. They 
pick up their belongings — ranging from dorm 
room digs to entire estate furnishings — and fi nd 
a way to transport them from point A to point B. 
Whether they’re moving down the street, across 
the country, or around the world, these individuals 
all face the same question at the outset,  “Where 
do I start?”

Enter the three P’s of  moving: planning, 
preparation and packing.

Planning
If  you have a lot of  excess clutter, plan to clear 

it out now. Host a yard sale or garage sale if  you 
have the time. Not only will this clear out the 
excess items, but it’s also a nice way to earn a little 
extra cash. Or, if  you’re short on time, donate 
unwanted items to a local nonprofi t organization. 
Many even offer free pickup service. 

After you’ve decided how to handle your surplus 
items, consider the rest of  your belongings. Plan 
to pack items you use the least fi rst (out-of-season 
clothing, holiday décor, fi ne china, and crystal, 
etc.), then work your way to the most essential 
items (kitchen utensils, everyday decorations, and 
appliances).

Preparation
Before fi lling that fi rst box, gather up the 

essentials so you’re ready once the serious packing 
begins. New, strong, moving boxes in a variety of  
shapes and sizes, bubble cushioning, packaging 
peanuts, good-quality packing tape, and labels are 
a must. 

It can be diffi cult to estimate how many supplies 
you’ll need and which boxes will work best for 
what items, but there are professionals who can 
help. Packaging experts can recommend a kit 
based on the number of  rooms to be moved and 
their size, and, it takes only one to three days 
to ship boxes and supplies either to the store or 
directly to your home. 

“It’s the convenience of  being able to take 
care of  all your needs in one place that makes 
the moving process much easier,” said Thomas 
Haug, The UPS Store franchisee in New Jersey. 
“Customers can come in to mail a package to 
grandma, order moving supplies, and even 
arrange to ship their baby grand piano.” 

Once the packing supplies are in hand, designate 
a spot for “Packing Central.” This is where you will 
consistently keep your tape, boxes, paper, bubble 
cushioning, markers, etc. Place smaller items that 
you’ll need to take from room to room (like tape, 
packing paper, and markers) in a basket or caddy 
for portability. 

Packing
Now that you’ve laid the groundwork by 

creating an overall plan and lining up your 
resources, you’re ready for the real work. Utilize a 
few smart packing strategies now, and you’ll reap 
the benefi ts later. 

Start by keeping like things together. Keep 
kitchen pots with kitchen pans. Place tablecloths 
with other linens. Also, be sure to label boxes 
clearly and be as specifi c as possible. For example, 
don’t just write “books,” be more detailed, like 
“reference manuals.” This will be invaluable as 
you unpack.

Proper packing technique can’t be overstated. 
Take the time to pack your boxes carefully and 
securely. A new moving box provides the strength 
you need for the inevitable stacking that occurs 
as boxes are loaded and unloaded on moving day. 
Line boxes with at least two inches of  packaging 
peanuts on all sides and use bubble cushioning to 
protect anything fragile. Use quality packing tape 
on all seams (avoid masking, cellophane, or duct 
tape).

Another way to ensure that moving day goes 
smoothly is to label boxes with color-coordinated 
labels. Designate a color for each room and place 
that colored label on the appropriate box. Then, 
place color labels on the doorways in the new 
house to provide a clear visual cue for where boxes 
go.

When moving day approaches, keep a few 
things in mind for those fi nal boxes. Think survival 
mode. What will you need fi rst in your new home? 
Cleaning supplies, paper towels, toilet paper, 
garbage bags, a fi rst aid kit, snacks, and drinks 
are key items, but everyone’s must-have list will 
be a little different. Also, don’t forget to pack 
overnight bags for each member of  the family with 
toiletries and a change of  clothing. Finally, if  you 
have children, pack a special box for each child 
to open upon arrival. Include favorite blankets 

and stuffed animals, family photos, a few toys, 
crayons, coloring books, and any other essential 
belongings. 

Congratulations, you just elevated your moving 
IQ! Equipped with these tips and strategies, you’re 
ready for the ultimate test — moving day itself.

Making the right moves
A survey recently commissioned by The UPS 

Store asked Americans a few key questions 
about moving. Consider these simple solutions to 
common moving conundrums.

Worst moving nightmare: broken or missing 
items after the move. 

Easy fi x: Use new boxes and packing supplies 
made specifi cally for moving, pack items securely 
with plenty of  padding (or have a packaging or 
moving expert pack them for you), and label boxes 
clearly.

Item(s) you wouldn’t want to move yourself: 
Moving a piano topped the list with 52 percent 
of  Americans not wanting to move it alone; 
electronics, such as a fl at-screen TV followed 
with 38 percent of  respondents stating it was too 
diffi cult; and one-third of  Americans (33 percent) 
would be hesitant to move antiques or heirloom 
furniture without the help of  experts.

Simple Solution: Utilize a freight service 
offered by vendors. This is a great option for do-
it-yourselfers who want to move the majority of  
their own items but have a large or fragile item 
they want to entrust to a trained professional for 
expert packing and handling.

Items used to protect belongings when packing: 
More Americans use newspaper (78percent) to 
cushion their belongings, followed by clothes, 
towels, sheets or blankets (66percent), and fi nally 
bubble cushioning (56 percent).

A better choice: While those who use bubble 
cushioning get kudos for packing savvy, the 
rest of  us should strongly consider saving the 
newspaper for the recycling bin and the clothes 
for the wardrobe box. Professionals recommend 
unprinted packing paper (newsprint can stain 
items) for non-fragile items and bubble cushioning 
or packaging peanuts for anything that’s 
breakable.

Smart Moves
Clever tips and savvy strategies for packing, organizing and surviving moving day

“Before fi lling that fi rst box, gather up the essentials 
so you’re ready once the serious packing begins.”

Family Features 
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Relax
with some of your new neighbors

www.c lemleddy.com   |    Hawley ,  PA   |    570.226.2899

Model Home: The Edgemont
showings by appointment

CLEMLEDDY CONSTRUCTION

luxury  land/home packages  ava i lab le  now
a community of distinction in Lakeville, PA - just minutes from Lake Wallenpaupack

 

         

PENN YORK REAL ESTATE 
IS AN EQUAL HOUSING 

PARTICIPANT

Built 1900+/– with 6 
bedroom, wood floors, 
full enclosed porch. 
Includes large two-
story barn, milk house 
and garage. Nestles on 
6+ acres with views. 
Honesdale, PA.
$495,000.

21 Lower Main Street
PO Box 335
Callicoon, NY
845-887-5640
www.fredarealty.com
email:tom@fredarealty.com

Real Estate Inc.
Upper Delaware 

Country Properties

MLS # 19354
3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home 
is located at end of dead-end 
street-Village of Jeffersonville. 
Walk to stores, restaurants, 
bank, etc. Overlooks beautiful 
stream - $149,500

MLS # 14328
Nicely renovated farmhouse 
on 5.85 acres with lovely 
older barn, shed and other 
outbuildings suitable for studio 
space. Year-round creek and 
small stream. Pastures for 
horses - $279,000

MLS # 19582
Lovely Victorian style home 
in Callicoon could be Bed & 
Breakfast with views of Delaware 
River. Large home is currently 
2-family. Main living area has 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths. Apartment 
area 1 bedroom, 1 bath. House has 
been extensively remodeled; new 
kitchen, roof, siding, driveway and 
so much more - $329,000

CUSTOM IN-GROUND POOLS
VINYL LINER SPECIALISTS
OPENINGS & CLOSINGS
WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
PATIOS & DECKS
PUMPS, FILTERS & HEATERS
SARATOGA SPAS
SPA/HOT TUB SERVICE
 (ALL MAKES & MODELS)

YOUNGSVILLE, NY 

845-482-4646
www.ClearRitePools.com

“Waterfront Property in 
Your Own Backyard”

Clear-Rite Pools & Spas Inc. 
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Visit our Boutique for Design Services, 
Furniture, Lighting and Accessories

364 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 845-794-1440
Open Weekends 11 am - 5 pm        www.broadwayhome.com

C.M. PALLAGHY INC. REAL ESTATE
“We Serve You Better”

Residential • Commerical 
Check out our website for all our listings: www.cmpallaghy.com

1036 Pennsylvania Avenue, Matamoras, PA 18336 • 570-491-4513
123 Pike Street, Port Jervis, NY 12771 • 845-858-2500

399B Clove Road, Montague, NY 07827 • 973-293-7722

PRIDE IN OWNERSHIP
Can be seen in this 3 bedroom 
ranch. Offers you lots of extras, 

hardwood fl oors, craft room, 
immaculate condition, large lot.

Close to town, ideal for commuting.
$249,900

2 FAMILY
2 bedroom. Each, C-1 zoning,
high visibility.  New roof, siding,

furnace, septic.
$299,000

RAISED RANCH
Living room, dining room, 2 

bedroom, kitchen.  Absolute mint 
condition. Home is completely 

renovated, call for details.
$199,900

CUSTOM BUILT HOME
with spacious porch overlooking 
quiet country side, full basement, 

2 car garage, master suite w/ 
bath,  guest suite, separate guest 

cottage. All this on 5+ acres 
adjoining state 

game lands.  $795,000

ESSELMAN 
PAVING

Blacktopping

Lake Huntington, NY

845-932-8541 845-932-8541  845-932-7829 845-932-7829

Lake Huntington, NY

S&M AUTO SALES
1175 RTE. 52, LOCH SHELDRAKE, NY • 845-436-9447

Cars, Trucks & SUVs
from $2,495

GARAGE
18'x21' All Metal  •  $3,745 Installed •  20-Year Warranty

"FINANCING HELP AVAILABLE"

R T V 9 0 0

A Whole New Breed of Utility Vehicle
Finally, a utility vehicle built as tough as a 

tractor: The Kubota RTV900

• 21.6 HP diesel engine – Run, climb and haul all day long
• Hydrostatic power steering – Maneuver in the roughest terrain with ease
• Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) – 3-range transmission for extra torque
• Hydraulic wet disc brakes – Smooth, consistent braking
• Hydraulic lift (Worksite and Turf Models) – 1,100 lb. cargo bed capacity
• Ground-hugging suspension – Fully independent front and semi-independent rear suspension

JEFFERSONVILLE GARAGE
4992 State Route 52 • Jeffersonville, NY 12748 • 845-482-5321

E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  V A L U E   •  www.kubota.com

Tractor tough. 
Kubota smart
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As a homeowner of  an old or new house, it’s always a good idea 
to take a few basic precautions before you leave your house for 
an extended period of  time. Whether you are going away for a 
week’s vacation, or for an extended period of  time, following these 
precautions can mean the difference between annoyance and tragedy, 
between inconvenience and disaster. More often than not, house 
disasters stem from human error.

Every time you leave for longer than a few days:

• Install a timer lamp, so the house doesn’t appear completely 
unhabited.

   A few basic house checkup exercises on a yearly basis will go 
a long way toward ensuring your safety and health, and will 
protect your house and property as your most precious asset.

Once a Year:
• Check furnaces to ensure top effi ciency and safety. Cleaning 
your furnace on occasion will keep it in good running order.
• Hire a chimney sweep to clean your fi replace and wood stove 
fl ues.
• Have your water tested at a local hospital. Since many in the 
region use private wells, an annual water purity test protects 
your family against unsafe, unsanitary or contaminated water 
supply and consumption.

In General:
• Install a basic “low heat” alarm, wired directly to your 
security alarm system or to your local oil company. This will 
alert you in plenty of  time should, for any reason, the heat in 
your house drop below a predetermined temperature.

• Turn the well pump off  at the electric panel—if, for some 
reason, you spring a leak in the plumbing system, the leak 
will only be as bad as the quantity of  water in the holding 
tank (inconvenience), as opposed to continuously drawing 
water from the well until you return (disaster).
• To be even more proactive, switch off  the well pump and 
turn on all the faucets, thus quickly and without much hassle 
draining the water from the living space of  the house. This 
process takes less than fi ve minutes when you leave, and less 
than fi ve minutes on your return.
• Check your oil tank for adequate fuel.
• Lock your windows. Install an alarm decal on your door, 
even if  you don’t have an alarm. The sticker alone wards off  
most thieves. 

Covering the Basics
    
 By CHARLES PETERSHEIM

A homeowner’s checklist

Charles Petersheim is owner of Catskill Frams in Kanoza Lake, NY.

�

Please visit our website at
www.pikecountybuilders.com

570-296-5589

HOUSING HINTS
Professional builders build more 

than just good homes... 
they build trust!

“Contractor Quality Commitment”
Sponsored by:

Sometimes you find yourself
amidst a diamond in the rough—

a little TLC and
the right products can make

all the difference.

DIRLAM BROS. LUMBER CO., INC.

From conception           to completion

BOOM TRUCK & FORKLIFT SERVICE

INSTALLED
INSULATION

SALES

250 Sunrise Avenue • Honesdale, PA
570-253-3540 • Fax 570-253-9084

20 Oak Street, Narrowsburg, NY • 845-252-3955
Stone Dock Rd., Shohola, PA • 570-559-7511
Route 739 • Lords Valley, PA • 570-775-0598

Designer Kitchens, 1 Commercial St. • Honesdale, PA • 570-253-6600



38   OUR COUNTRY HOME SPRING 2007 

ShoreMaster Aluminum 
and Poly Floating Docks

ShoreMaster offers a full range of docks, in countless confi gurations, with an 
assortment of accessories to make each one uniquely yours.
Prepare to be the envy of your waterfront neighborhood. In that great lakeshore 
tradition of trolling the shoreline for people-watching and cabin-scoping, yours will be 
one sure spot where passers-by will pause and admire your selection and style.
Check out Universal Standing Dock, Wheel-A-Dock, GalvaFoam Floating Dock, 
ShorePort, and the DocKit for a ShoreMaster dock that's lightweight, sturdy, 
functional, and fun. And one that fi ts you to a “T.” Or an “L.” Or a “U.”

“We cover the waterfront.”

 SEAMAN’S MARINE INC.
Delivery and installation available.

 NE Pa’s largest small boat and dock dealer.
2 indoor showrooms for your dock and boating accessories

1½ miles west of the hospital, Rt. 6 West, Honesdale, PA
Open Tues–Sat 9am-5pm

570-253-3140
www.seamansonline.com • seamans@ptd.net

Historic Downtown Honesdale 
Honesdale, PA
570-253-1860

Beautiful Lake Wallenpaupack 
Wallenpaupack, PA

570-226-9726

www.vango rde r s . com

Unique and Impressive Selection • Brand Names You Know 
and Trust • Caring and Knowledgeable Staff   

with Many Years of  Valuable Experience.

Distinctive Home Furnishings from Across 
the Country and Around the World.

Distinctive Original Art 
featuring many Delaware 

River Valley Artists

A Shop of Inspiration, 
Antiques and Gi� s 

for the Home

Custom Framing Available

8 Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

(845) 252-3238
y e

$389,000 $750,000

5 miles away from Bethel Woods Center for the Arts5 miles away from Bethel Woods Center for the Arts
6 miles away from $600 million casino6 miles away from $600 million casino

Port Jervis, NY
be part of the renaissance

FOR RENT: Spacious one bedroom apartment in Historic Port 
Jervis, NY.  Large living room, separate dining room, den, one bath 
and private driveway.  Located in a wonderful neighborhood–near all. 

$750/month
First month, last month and security required. 
Reference check.

845.856.6259
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By PAM JONES
While there are many agencies and programs that 

provide project grants, it would be diffi cult to fi nd a 
more user-friendly and grassroots-driven program 
than Sullivan Renaissance. This organization 
provides seed money to community groups in 
Sullivan County for varying levels of  beautifi cation 
projects, ranging in scope from planting a garden 
to a three-year community development plan, and 
then holds a competition to award cash prizes in 
each category. 

To get a sense of  the organization, I attended 
its grant-writing seminar held on March 7. The 
session got underway with program director Glenn 
Pontier providing an overview of  the program and 
the process. He extended a positive aura of  support 
for the applicants. If  you have ever felt intimidated 
by fi lling out a grant application, this was the place 
to be. All applicants are provided with step-by-step, 
individual attention on how to complete the process 
of  applying for grant money. The organization even 
makes house calls. If  your group cannot come to 
Sullivan Renaissance, they will send someone to 
help your group prepare their paperwork.

At the seminar, I met Cheryl Hendrickson, 
representing the Light and Life Christian School of  
Liberty. Her group applied for a mini-grant in 2006 
to plant a garden on the grounds of  their school. 
They involved the students in both the planning 
and the planting of  the garden. Hendrickson said 
that the kids loved it, and their attendance at the 
Sullivan Renaissance Awards Ceremony at Bethel 
Woods last August gave them a sense of  pride, 
appearing on stage to accept their “Spruce up Your 
School” award. At the ceremony, the students 
saw pictures of  their garden projected on the 
wide screens at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts 
in Bethel, NY, along with the pictures of  other 
Sullivan Renaissance projects. Hendrickson said the 
experience gave them a larger sense of  community, 
seeing how their project worked together with all of  
the others, contributing to the improvement of  the 
whole county. She was back this year to apply for 
the larger “Category A” grant.

This is a perfect example of  the fulfi llment of  the 
mission statement of  Sullivan Renaissance, “to 
enhance the community while building a sense 
of  pride.” Just like the garden, if  you plant a little 
seed money, the projects, the pride and connection with 

community will blossom and grow.
Sullivan Renaissance started in 2001 with an 

idea from Sandra Gerry, chair, to hold a contest for 
improving the appearance of  the county. I asked 
Pontier, who has been with Sullivan Renaissance 
since its inception, if  the program has evolved 
over the years. “Yes, on all levels,” he replied. They 
started out, a bit unsure of  what kind of  response 
they would get, with 20 initial grants leading to 
a competition with a fi rst- and second-place cash 
prize. When 40 applicants responded, they felt that 
people were really ready for this concept. “People 
were hungry for it,” said Pontier “and we have 
been running to catch up with the volunteers ever 
since!”

After the fi rst year, they realized that they 
would have to expand the program into different 
category levels of  small, medium and large, so that 
a community garden was not competing with the 
installation of  60 new streetlights. After a couple 
of  years, the vision of  the volunteers drove the 
large “Category C” level into its present expanded 
form. People had dreams that were too big for 
the four-month window of  time that the original 
categories allowed for, and it emerged as a three-year 
community development plan and commitment.

Other improvements were added along the way. 
They initiated a program that hired student interns 
to help work on the projects, providing summer 
jobs with good pay and a good learning experience 
for local youth. During this process, they realized 
that kids felt intimated by job applications and 
encountered diffi culties fi lling them out. In typical 
fashion, Sullivan Renaissance responded to the need 
with workshops for the kids on how to complete 
a job application. Continuing to evolve, this year 
they are working on expanding the environmental 
awareness element of  beautifi cation.

In addition to fulfi lling their mission statement, I 
asked Pontier if  he had seen any unexpected benefi ts 
from the Sullivan Renaissance experience. What 
has impressed him over the years is “the remarkable 
ability of  people, citizens and residents to respond 
and do the right thing, the realization that it takes a 
village to be a village.” Explaining how a small idea 
can grow, he pointed to Livingston Manor, where 
they started out with banners on Main Street. They 
added hanging fl ower baskets, and realized that the 
sidewalks needed repair, so they involved additional 

agencies for repaving. They installed park benches 
and got local business people involved in fi xing up 
the storefront facades. As their Main Street became 
more attractive and invited more traffi c, they 
worked on a park as a place for the kids to hang 
out in. While working on the park, they started 
a knotweed eradication program, improving the 
environment. They opened their summer Cineart 
series, showing free movies in the park, which led 
to the stores staying open later. So while you might 
start out hanging banners or planting fl owers, you 
just never know how big your idea might grow, 
infused with a contagious spirit of  community.  

The spinning gears of  Sullivan Renaissance have 
greased projects in all 15 towns and six villages 
of  the county. It has involved local municipalities, 
Sullivan County Community College, The Center 
for Workforce Development, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and the Department of  Planning and 
Community Development. Through the Chamber 
of  Commerce, it has secured a list of  participating 
local merchants providing discounts on supplies 
and services to project volunteers. It provides grants 
for schools and for our seasonal communities, 
like summer camps and bungalow colonies, to 
improve their appearance. It offers special awards 
for historic preservation and environmental 
impact. Its Municipal Cleanup Program provides 
matching funds for a municipality to remove an 
unsafe structure or for roadside cleanups. The 
county contributes by waiving its tipping fees for 
these projects. It’s hard to think of  an aspect of  our 
communities that has been overlooked by Sullivan 
Renaissance because they have expanded in direct 
response to the heart and will of  the volunteers.

From his vantage point of  program director, 
Pontier said he has borne witness to a greater 
vision. He refers to his experience with the program 
as a “good civics lesson.” From the microcosms 
of  each garden to the renovations of  the county’s 
downtown areas, he has received the answers to the 
basic questions of  our democracy. “Can we shape 
and defi ne the communities we live in?” he poses, 
“are we capable of  creating the world we want to 
live in?” The answers come back to him again and 
again with an affi rmative “Yes, we can!”

For more information on how to get involved in 
your area, visit www.sullivanrenaissance.org or 
call Sullivan Renaissance at 845/295-2445.

“While you might start out hanging banners or planting fl owers, you just never know 
how big your idea might grow, infused with a contagious spirit of  community.”  

Have you 
renaissanced today?

2006 Winner, Category C–Swan Lake Renassaince Group  
Located on Brisco Road, across from the Swan Lake Resort Hotel in Swan lake, NY, this once forgotten parcel was covered with weeds. Now it’s a 
beautiful lakeside park complete with gazebo for all to enjoy.

Route 55 near Stanton Corners, Swan Lake, NY
This row of boarded-up stores are cleverly camoufl aged with a mural 
of Swan Lake, a welcoming sight as you enter town.

Swan Lake Fire House
A volunteer works on beautifying the Swan Lake Fire House.

Photos by NANCY LEVINE
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